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_ Jerez de la Frontera, Dec. 30, 1856. 


SOUTHPORT IMPROVEMENT ACT, 1846. 
TO GASHOLDER BUILDERS, 


HE SOUTHPORT IMPROVEMENT 

COMMISSIONERS are prepared to receive 

| TENDERS for the supply of a TELESCOPE GAS- 

| HOLDER, 50 feet in diameter and 28 feet deep, with 

Cast-Iron ‘Tank, to be erected on their Works, East 
| Bank Street, Southport. 

Plans and Specification of the same may be seen at 

|| the Works, or duplicates will be forwarded on payment 
|| of the expense of tracing. 
} | Tenders to be delivered at the Commissioner’s Office, 
|| Town Hall, Southport, on or before Feb. 13, 1857, ad- 
|| dressed to the CHAIRMAN of the Gas Committee, 
|| Southport, LANCASHIRE. 
| By order, 








y G. T. Hares, Engineer. 
Southport, Jan. 7, 1857. 











which preserve water or other liquids conveyed by 














HARLES BOTTEN and SON, ha 

lately exchanged some STATION-METERs (in 
good condition) for larger ones, will dispose of them on 
most reasonable terms. C, B, and Son would also call 
the attention of all buyers to their new tariff for Con- 
sumers’ Meters. CHARLES BoTreNn and Son, En- 
gineers and Manufacturers of Gas Meters, Fittings, 
and all Gas Apparatus, Crawford Passage, Ray Street, 
Clerkenwell, LONDON. 








| 
| JAMES RUSSELL 
PATENTEES, INVENTORS, AND FIRST MAKERS OF 


WROUGHT-IRON GAS TUBING, 


commencing from the earliest introduction of Gas Lighting into this country. — ¢ 
Manufacturers of every size and description of Wrought-iron Tubes and Fittings, from one-eighth up to seven-inch internal diameter, for Gas, Steam, or Water. 


them in a new ny | 
rare recommendation of being entirely free from any noxious ingredient in its‘composition. 
Lists, Estimates, &c. &c., forwarded on application ; orders, fro 
safely relied upon, as all goods are most carefully tested before leaving the Works. 
James RussELL and Sons have great pleasure in calling attention to the annexed award :— 


“ EXHIBITION OF THE INDUSTRY OF ALL NATIONS, NEW YORK. 





PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF THE 


for Marine, Locomotive, and Stationary Boilers. 
Inventors and Manufacturers of 


for Gasfitters and Engineering purposes. 








AND 


LAP-WELDED FLUES, 


IMPROVED STEAM AND GAS COCKS, 


in Iron or Gun Metal, from three-eighths to six-inch bore. 


STOCKS, DIES, AND TAPS, 


Manufacturers of every description of hand-screwing 


Manufacturers of Coils, for hot water and other purposes; Casing of all sizes, with flush joints, for Well-sinkers; Blasting Tubes; Buffer Tubes for Railway 
| Carriages; Tubes for Roller Beams; Spindles, Shafts, Pendulums, Hydraulic Presses, Core Bars, Steam . 
JAMES RUSSELL and Sons beg to call the attention of Engineers, Builders, Water Companies, and others, to their 


PATENT ENAMELLED TUBES, 


limpid condition ; whilet the Enamel itself is as pure as the finest Porcelain, possessing the | 


Gauges, &c. &c. 


from 10 to 100,000 feet of gas tube, executed at twelve hours’ notice if required; and quality may be 


BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 











taking the MANAGEMENT of a Gas-Work, 
either by a Fixed Salary or by Contract. Has had 
some considerable amount of practical experience, both 
in the Construction and Management of Works, and 
can furnish first-class Testimonials. 
Address, J. G. L., care of Mr. W. B. Krne@, 11, Bolt 
Court, Fleet Street, LonDoN. 


CAST-IRON TANK AND GASHOLDER FOR 
SALE, 
A’ they now stand, at the Hastings’ 
GAS-WORKS. The Tank is 37 feet diameter, 
and the Gasholder 36 feet; both 1s feet deep, with 
Guides complete; made and erected by Messrs, Losh, 
Wilson, and Bell in 1842, and in excellent condition. 
Proposals to be addressed to Mr. W. GINNER, 
HAsTINGs. — 


SONS, 
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* Office: No. 6, Charing-cross, London, April 6, 1854. ih 
| ** Gentlemen,—I have much pleasure in informing you that the Jury has awarded to your firm ‘ HONOURABLE MENTION FOR LAP-wELDED IRON TUBES.’ You are || 
at full liberty, if you deem it likely to promote —_ Sarueeie eorentnae. to affix to these articles, during the season 1854, a card whereon this Award is printed, and also ;: 
our prices, with name of agent, &c.—I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, a 
,  Oideners. JaMEs RUSSELL and Sons, Wednesbury, STAFFORDSHIRE.” Joun H. Boun, Secretary. i 
———— 
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MESSRS, HOLMES & CO, 
WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, 
HUDDERSFIELD, 
“CONTRACTORS FOR THE ERECTION OB 
ALTERATION OF GAS-WORKS, 
with Mains, Meters, Serviee-Pipes, Lamps, Lamp- 
Posts, Wrought and Cast Teen ‘Tube Se. 
PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, & TENDERS, 

y FOR THE LIGHTING OF 
TOWNS, VILLAGES, MANUFACTORIES, &c. 
The “PATENT GAS APPARATUS” made by 
Holmes and Co. is one of the most effective (and orna- 
mental) Apparatus yet submitted to the public. 
Hayfield Paper-Mills, near Stockport, 
Aug. 4, 1856. 
ap tus was erected by Messrs. 


uddersfield, about two years ago, and we 
since, and is in 


| _Sir,—Our 

Holmes, of 
have had little or no trouble with i 
every respect working beyond our expectations. 

If you require gas, you will find Holmes’ principle 
the best. I am, Sir, yours most = y, 

W. Sutton, Esq., OHN SLACK. 
Scotby, near Carlisle. 


Scotby Works, near Carlisle, 
Dec, 31, 1856. 

Respected Friends,—The gas apparatus you have 
erected for lighting my works and the village of Scotby 
produces brilliant gas; and I consider that your con- 
traet is fulfilled in an honourable manner, with credit 
to yourselves, and to my satisfacti I had intended 
fixing a gas apparatus some years + but, previous to 
yours, had not seen any I approve of, 

1 am, yours truly, W. SuTTon, 
Messrs. Holmes and Co., Huddersfield. 


P.S.—OTHER REFERENCES ON APPLICATION. 
JAMES NEWTON, 


PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANT, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 

Dgrét for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 











ATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS.— 

0. BROTHERS and COMPANY, Manufacturers 

of O. Brothers’s Patent, beg to state that tuese Retorts, 

being made in one entire operation, and in one piece, 

of any required shape, length, breadth, and height, are 

not liable to cracks and fissures, of which there is a just 
and general plaint; an q 

and cheaper than, any hitherto manufactured. 


GREAT REDUCTION IN PRICES—30 per cent- 
cheaper than any other Clay Retorts manufactured, 
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Thickness. 
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t; and tly superior to, 


GAS-FITTER, &c. 
WANTED, a Steady, Active Man, 
as GAS-FITTER, MAIN and SERVICE 
LAYER. Wages, 25s. per week. Apply to R. West, 
Gas-W orks, GUILDFORD. 





JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING. 


WANnzreED, a Copy of the Supple- 

MENT to No. 18 of thisJournal. Any person 
having a copy will oblige by addressing a line to the 
PuBLIsHER, No. lt, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, Lonpon. 


MR. WILLIAM RICHARDSON, 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
DUDLEY. 








NOW READY. 


OL. V. of the JOURNAL of GAS 
LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 
TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1856, price 21s., bound 
in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., III, 
and IV. are still on sale. 
W. B. Kuna, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 





'IIGHTON MOOR GAS COALS.— 
Parties wishing to be supplied with these first- 
class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MATTHEW 
NEsBIT, E1GHTON Moor OrFice, NEWCASTLE-UPON- 
Tyne. These coals are well known as among the 
richest in gas, and working the roundest on the River 
Tyne. They are extensively used by metropolitan gas 
works. 





MR. HENRY GORE, 
CIVIL AND CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER. 


OFFICE, 
25, YORK PLACE, LEEDS. 





NEW PATENT WET GAS-METER. 


KNIGHT, MERRY, & EXLEY, 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
14, BARGE YARD CHAMBERS, BUCKLERSBURY, 


LONDON, 

AND 131, BRADFORD STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
beg to submit to Gas Companies and others some of the 
advantages possessed by their 

PATENT ANTI-CORROSIVE ECCENTRIC 
GAS METER 


over those of the ordinary kind. 
The Case is formed of strong Sheet Iron of the best 
quality by powerful machinery; and, when complete, 


consists of 

FIVE PIECES ONLY, 
(the ordinary case contains Twenty-five pieces), which 
is thickly coated, with a Metallic Alloy, similar to that 
of - Drum, which renders it as durable as the Drum 
itself, 

The SyPHon, or Spout, is east in one body, without 
seam, and is double the thickness of those usually 
employed. 

The parts that communicate Motion to the Index are 
INDESTRUCTIBLE, and will continue in good working 
order for an indefinite period. 

The F oat is cylindrical, and not liable to collapse. 

The VALVE is self-adjusting, ensuring soundness and 
facility of action under all pressures. 

The INDEX is thoroughly protected from water rising 
in the Spindle Tube, should the pressure exceed six 
inches. 

The FILLING and WaTgsR-LEVEL APPARATUS are 
on the Syphon principle, which prevents the abstraction 
of Water from the Meter by pressure. 

These, with other minor improvements, make this 
Meter superior in every respect to those generally made. 

The Patentees respectfully solicit a trial, feeling con- 
fident that its advantages only require to be known to 
ensure its general adoption. ‘The original principle, so 
long tried and proved to be correct, has not been de- 
parted from in the arrangement of the PATENT MRTER 
—the aim of the Patentees having been to perfect what 
has been already well tested, rather than risk any novel 
combination or untried invention. 

Knight, Merry, and Exley also manufacture the 
ordinary Wet Gas-Meter, Street Lamps, &c. &c. 

Further particulars and Price Lists may be obtained 
at either of the above addresses. 








All other sizes and shapes in proportion, to order. 
References and further particulars may be obtained on 
application to the Patentee, Gas Works, BLACKBURN. 








JAMES MILNE & SON, 

GAS ENGINEERS & BRASSFOUNDERS, 
MILTON HOUSE, 
EDINBURGH, 

GET weenicn po 
it Gas Regulators, Chandeliers, Glass Lustres, 
burners, and Gas-fittings of every description, 
PLANS AND TENDERS FOR GAS-WORKS. 
t st the attention of Gas 


METERS IN CAST-IRON CASES, 
which have been very extensively used during the last 
35 years, and continue to give universal satisfaction, 
Theit Town Warehouse is now removed from 38, 
Ludgate Hill to 
( 1, Caescent, New BripGEe STREET, 
BLACKFRIARS, LONDON. 





TO GAS COMPANIES, ENGINEERS, AND 
MERCHANTS, 


EDWIN DIXON, 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBE WORKS, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, 


begs with the utmost confidence to solicit the order of 
Gas Companies, and persons using or selling Gas 
Tubes. Having for a long period supplied the a est 
Gas Companies and C s in the United Kingdom 
and the Continent with unvarying approbation, and 
almost exclusively the Local Boards of Health under 
Government Engineers, with Galvanised Iron Tubes 
and Connections, it has become an inducement to make 
such facts known, 

Large Stock always being on hand, orders of any 
magnitude, from 10 to 100, feet, are executed 
promptly, and carefully tested by powerful hydraulic 
pressure before leaving the Works, 

Boiler Tubes, Core Bars, Hollow Spindles, and Hy- 
draulic Press Pipes, to resist 5000 lb. to the square Poe 
made on the shortest notice. 

The only Prize Medal of the Great Exhibition, 1851, 
awarded, 








CROSLEY & CQO, 
GAS METER MANUFACTURERS, 
103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, 
LONDON, 





SoLe LICENCBES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
W. CROSLEY’S anp CROSLEY & GOLDSMITH’S 
PATENT STANDARD SELF-ADJUSTING 
AND 
COMPENSATING GAS METERS, 

by which the True Water-Line is constantly main- 
tained, and accuracy of measurement at all times 
secured, 

Manufacturers of LOWE’S PATENT MOTIVE- 
POWER METER, for situations where there is an 
inadequacy of pressure to supply the special require- 
ments of certain consumers in low grounds during the 
day or night. 

Also, ManufacturersofEXPERIMENTAL METERS, 
GASHOLDERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKs, 
PHOTOMETERS, &c. &c., similar to those used by 
Mr. King, of Liverpool. 

C. and Co. continue to manufacture ordinary WET 
METERS of the very best description, Mr. W. Crosley 
having been for many years the principal and confi- 
dential assistant of his relative, the late Mr. Samuel 
Crosley, of Cottage Lane, City Road, up to the time of 
his decease, in which capacity he communicated to 
W. C. the secret of the mixture of the metals which 
has rendered the Crosley Meter so durable and su- 
perior to all others, as is evidenced by a large number 
of them being still at work, after having stood the tes 
of nearly a quarter of a century’s use, 


GAS COMPANIES 


supplied with all the WORKING GAS BOOKS, GAS 
FORMS, &c., on the shortest notice.. Also, SHARE 
CERTIFICATES and COMMON SEALS prepared in 
the best manner for all New Companies, by ; 


CHARLES & ALFRED DOUBBLE, 
REGISTRATION AGENTS, 

LAW, PUBLIC COMPANIES, & MANUFACTURING STATIONERS, 
14 and 15, SERJEANTS’ INN, FLEET STREET , 
LONDON. 

N.B.—List of Books, &c., sent post free on application. 


WILLIAM STEPHENSON & SON, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
MANUFACTURERS F EVERY DESCRIPTION oF 
FIRE BRICKS, CLA: RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, 
ce. &e. 

Lond N OFFICES: 

76, KING WILuiAM STREET, CITY. 








BRYAN DONKIN and CO.’s improved 

GAS VALVES have been adopted by numerous 
Gas Companies in England and abroad, and their ad- 
vantages and great security fully proved. Very large 
numbers are in use. Prices from lls. to 14s. per inch 
diameter. 


BryaN DONKIN and Co., 
Engineers, near Grange-road, BERMONDSEY. 


EDWARD RUSSELL, 
ALMA TUBE WORKS, 
WALSALL, 


Manufacturer of Patent Welded Wrought-Iron Tubes 
for Gas, Steam, and Water. Wrought and Cast Tron 
Fittings of every description. Stocks, Taps, and Dies. 
Core Bars for Ironfounders. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A Constant Reader.— Use the paraffine oil manufactured by the Chartered 
Gas Company, at their Horseferry Road station, from Boghead tar. 

J. D. T. writes—“ Can any of your numerous correspondents suggest any 
means by which the deposit Ji carbon in clay retorts may be prevented or 
removed ?”” 
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 1857. 


NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 


Decipevty corporate bodies have neither souls to be saved nor 
seats of honour to be kicked. The Metropolitan Board of 
Works has set a tolerably good example of the want of spirit, 
too often observable in these anomalous existences; but its 
conduct has been perfection itself, in comparison with that of 
the Corporation of Wolverhampton, or that of the Local Board 
of Health of Rotherham; for the Metropolitan Board has sim- 
ply destroyed itself by tolerating Sir B. Hall's impertinent in- 
tervention, whilst the two country municipalities we have men- 
tioned have—if we may believe the published statements—been 
guilty of positive dishonesty. The case of the Wolverhampton 
Corporation seems, indeed, to be unredeemably disgraceful, and 
to prove that, with all our boasting, and disposition to laugh at 
the Quakers of Pennsylvania, or the other transatlantic repu- 
diators, there are numerous persons amongst our own country- 
men who are disposed to repeat their errors whenever they have 
a chance of doing so, The letter signed “ A. B.,” inserted in 








our Correspondence, gives, in a very concise form, the leading 
facts of this story; and certainly it exhibits as discreditable an 
exhibition of an English municipality as we could have wished 
to see. The Rotherham case is rather more obscure, and we 
particularly request any of our friends, or correspondents, who 
may be in possession of information upon the subject, to forward 
it tous. We suspect, indeed, that the Local Board of Rother- 
ham has been sadly misled by the authorities of the General 
Board of Health, and that some one or other of the engineers 
of that establishment (selected by Mr. Chadwick avowedly be- 
cause they were not eminent) are morally responsible for the 
disappointment, loss of money, and disgrace, which have been 
entailed upon the district. But, be this as it may, one thing, 
at least, has been proved by these exhibitions, namely—that 
the public interest is likely to be often compromised in a similar 
manner, by transferring the execution of either gas or water- 
works from the hands of trading companies into those of muni- 
cipalities, elected as too many of our town councils unfortunately 
are; and we hope that the lesson thusafforded willnot belost upon 
the insurance companies and capitalists who have hitherto found 
the funds for the operations so unwisely thrown within the pro- 
vince of municipal duties. At Wolverhampton and Rotherham 
the ordinary creditors of the corporations have alone suffered as 
yet; but these examples are infectious, and we advise the capi- 
talists, who have advanced loans to these or similar bodies, to 
look after their own security, for their turn may come next. 
Truly, if representative institutions were upon their trial, they 
might be pronounced wanting by those who judged, simply 
from the proceedings of the Metropolis, and of Wolverhampton 
or Rotherham. Under any circumstances, they are profoundly 
humiliating to those who wish well for the cause of local self- 
government. 

We beg to call particular attention to. the reports of two! 
rating cases given in another part of our Journa., because we, 








believe that they exhibit in a very forcible manner the unsatis- | 
factory state of the law upon such subjects, and the necessity 
for some legislative enactment for the purpose of settling the 
principle upon which local rates should be levied. Frankly, 
we confess that the decision of the Deputy Recorder of Cam- 
bridge, in the case of the water company of that town, appears 
to us to have been avery unsatisfactory one ; for, as the editor 








of the Bury Post properly observed, the principle that profits 
should not be rated being once admitted, the fact that the 
Water-Works’ Company made no profits, could not constitute | 
an exemption. Be this as it may, the ruling of the court with i 
respect to rating fixed machinery will, we are convinced, lead | 
to much litigation, not only at Cambridge, but elsewhere ; and 
it is the duty of all parties connected with gas, water, docks, 
canals, or railways, to combine in some manner, in order to | 
secures an equitable and satisfactory solution of this very ob- | 
scure question. The case of the Derby Water-Works’ Com- | 
pany was dealt with by the chairman of the Quarter Sessions — 
in a style which reminds us of Sancho Panza’s administration | 
of justice ; although substantially, no doubt, he was right in 
the principle which guided him, so long, at least, as the law stands 
in its present form. But, we repeat, that the whole of this law 
requires revision, It was originally designed to meet the wants 
of a state of society essentially different from our own, and is 
totally inapplicable at the present day; that is to say, that the | 
legal mode of assessing the payment to local rates by no means 
secures an equitable contribution to the local funds; nor did the 
last attempts (by the Parochial Assessment Act, Gand 7 Will. IV., + 
c. 96, or by the temporary act, 3 and 4 Vic., c. 89, since re- | 
newed from year to year) render the practice of the various | 
tribunals more uniform, or more satisfactory than it had previ- 
ously been. This is a subject which requires to be carefully || 
examined by a select committee of either or of both Houses of | 
Parliament. : J | 
It is not alone upon this score that we again and again urge i 
all parties connected with the industry of the country to com- — 
bine: some such course is necessary, in order to give effect to 
their resistance to the recent attempts of the Government, or _ 
of local authorities even, to interfere with the freedom of 
trade. The meeting of Parliament is at hand: everything 
seems to prognosticate a stormy and important Session 5 
whilst it is known that every nerve will be strained to main-— 
tain the existence of the numerous bodies of functioneers so 
necessary for the quiet possession of power by what are called, 
by courtesy, “‘ strong” governments. In the first place, an 
effort will, no doubt, be made to keep up that farce of the, 
General Board of Health ; and already Mr. Duncombe might 
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discover, that in its anxiety todo something, that mischievous 
and useless body has thrust itself into the inquiry upon the 
| disposal of town sewerage. Then the newly appointed medical 
offices of the various Local Boards of Health, in their anxiety 
to earn their wages, appear to be labouring earnestly in fur- 
thering the government jobs, past or future, of inspectors of 
nuisances, of food, of manufactures, of dust-bins, and water- 
closets. We are menaced, in fact, with the introduction of 
the continental system of administrative regulations, and the 
interference of mere theoretical sanitary legislators with the 
delicate operations of trade ; and we have a foretaste of what 
our administrations are capable, in the very cool manner in 
which the Postmaster-General has just sent us again to school, 
to learn how to address our letters! as though it were not the 
duty ‘of these public servants to deliver the letters as rapidly 
as possible, let them to be addressed as they might. Red tape 
is fast coming over us, we fear! Even the new Metropolitan 
Sewers’ Commission prescribe the kind of paper and the width 
of margin to be observed in the various plans and suggestions 
to be submitted (gratuiously, be it observed) for their edifica- 
tion. Truly, we are advancing rapidly in the art of discovering 
** how not to do it!” 

In the mean while, it is worthy of especial observation that, 
notwithstanding the delays Sir B. Hall has interposed in the 
execution of the metropolitan sewerage, the mortality of the 
whole of that registration district has, throughout the year, 
been singularly and remarkably small. To what is this to be 
attributed? For our own parts, we suspect that the whole 
cry about this matter was a mere piece of ‘‘ penny-a-lineism ;” 
and that, if the intercepting sewers were indefinitely post- 
poned, no very great harm would follow. At any rate, the 
returns of the Registrar-General would appear to show that 
the natural laws which affect the rate of mortality in large 
towns are subject to variations so extraordinary, and, at pre- 
sent, so inexplicable, that it would be dangerous in the ex- 
treme to base any system of artificial legislation upon the 
opinions, or rather theories, in fashion, It is equally certain 
that Dr. Letheby was again lending himself to an unworthy 
popular cry, when he insinuated that the mortality of the dis- 
trict round the City Gas-Works had been increased by the 
operations of that establishment. There are sufficient causes 
in operation in this part of London to affect the public health 
injuriously, without casting blame on the Gas Company ; and 
Dr. Letheby knows, far better than they whom he misled, that 
such is the case. The district is upon the line of the old Fleet 
Ditch ; it contains the courts and alleys Dr. Letheby himself 
so indignantly denounced ; the population is of the densest, 
poorest, and, we fear, most depraved class ; and there is one, 
if not more, overcrowded graveyard in the neighbourhood. 
Surely the existence of these depressing causes may account 
for the waste of life which has been observed between the 
bottom of Holborn Hill and Blackfriars—even if the positive 
testimony of the inhabitants of the streets near the City Gas- 
Works, and of the surgeon of the police-force, is to be 
ignored, in order to suit a foregone conclusion. 





THE GAS AGITATION IN DUBLIN. 
Tux sage observation of Cicero, “‘ Pares cum paribus facillimé 
congregantur,” receives daily a modern application in the 
circumstances of the ‘“‘ soi-disant” gas reformer, Mr. Geo, 
Flintoff, whilom of Fleet Street and Guildhall Police-court 
notoriety, but now of peripatetic renown, whose disin- 
terested exertions seem as invariably to rouse up a crowd 
of brainless clamourers as the flight of an owl in daylight 
is certain to attract a flock of chattering sparrows. No mat- 
ter in what locality he may howl forth his Jeremiad of gase- 
ous lamentation, the audience is ever of the self-same ma- 
terials, and would seem to justify the suspicion that, like him- 
self, it had no fixed habitation amongst the ‘‘ dwellers upon 
earth.” According to his own account, no less than “ 12 of 
the largest cities and towns” in the kingdom have thought 
proper to dispense with his valuable services, and to recom- 
mend him to bestow his learning elsewhere: London, Shef- 
field, Liverpool, Stockton, Bath, Bristol, Boston, Hereford— 
but why enumerate the ungrateful list upon which Mr. Flin- 
toff’s repudiated ‘« reputation” so firmly reposes, when we are 
told that ‘no statement which he ever sent into the world, 
with his name appended to it, can be impugned?” We do, 
indeed, remember a certain poetical effusion (and poets are al- 
lowed much licence with truth), but we had no idea, until this 








moment, that the poetical statements therein contained could 





“not be impugned,” any more than the gaseous ones so freely 
indulged in at the various “ 12 cities and towns ” above alluded 
to. However, we do not consider it necessary to “ impugn” 
the statements of an individual who has “‘ earned a reputation” 
like Mr. Flintoff; nor is it at all requisite for us to point out 
again and again, as we have previously done, the monstrous © 
fallacies with which he charms the lengthy ears of his credu- 
lous auditory ; our present purpose is merely to express a strong 
sentiment of astonishment that “‘ something like a trout” should 
at last have made its appearance in the gudgeon-net of this 
pretended gas philosopher ; to record, in fact, our unmitigated | 
surprise that an individual possessed of the power of reading and — 
writing has joined in the outcry about cheap gas at Dublin, || 
upon no better authority than that of the rejected of ‘ 12 of 
the largest cities and towns in England.” But Dublin is a 
strange place, and an editor not necessarily the most keen- 
sighted of mortals; consequently, we must look upon the 
fraternisation of Mr. Flintoff and the editor of so respectable a || 
journal as the Dublin Daily Express in the light of an Irish 
phenomenon, or union of incompatibles, and as such, not un- 
worthy of a slight notice. 

Not that we intend to wade through the column and half 
of dreary platitudes that constitute the substance of an “‘ edi- 
torial leader” in the newspaper to which we allude of Tuesday | 
last, because every word therein contained has long ago met 
its substantial refutation at each and all of the “ 12 large | 
cities and towns” from which the originator of the said plati- 
tudes has had the prudence to retire, and to carry with him 
“‘the improvements of recent years, the more perfect apparatus, | 
the more economical mode of manufacturing, and the reduced 
cost,” &c., which are now offered to the citizens of Dublin at 
“a still lower rate;” or, as we might say, “ dirt cheap.” 
Mr. Flintoff’s argumentative stock in trade consists in a series | 
of comparisons, in which the price of coal on one hand, and | 
the price of gas on the other, are expected reciprocally to keep 
pace, to the exclusion of all the other varying circumstances 
of sale and manufacture ; and, led away by this absurd dogma, 
our Dublin editor has favoured his readers with a recapitulation 
of “‘ cities and towns” in which the price of gas varies from 
“« 7s, to 2s. 9d.,”. and with respect to which he nevertheless 
considers that it is “ no part of his business to inquire how 
this great difference arises.” 

He is very anxious to keep up a clamour against the gas 
companies of Dublin by exposing just so much of a seeming 
incongruity as may answer that purpose; but it is “ no part 
of his business ”’ to investigate the subject so as to understand 
its full bearing, with a view to elicit the whole truth. Nor is | 
it even necessary to be consistent in any single particular ; 
thus in one sentence we are told that ‘‘ the price of coal deter- 
mines the value of the products derived from it;” and in 
another, that, ‘‘ owing to the small consumption at Whitehaven, 
gas could not be sold there at a lower rate than in Dublin,” 
though the cost of coal at the first place is 8s. per ton, and at 
the last 16s. 3d., or, as we are informed, about 20s. on an | 
average. Again, the cost of coal at Sunderland is 6s. 6d. per 
ton, and the price of gas 3s. per 1000, whilst in London the 
former costs 19s., and the latter sells at 3s. 3d., according to 
our editorial authority ; two assertions which, considering that | 
“truth” is the object said to be kept in view, will not fail to 
be duly appreciated by our readers. 

The question of meter-rents is next discussed, after the same | 
ignorant fashion, and a comparison drawn betwixt gas-meters 
and a ‘“‘draper’s yard-stick or a grocer’s scales,” just as if it 
mattered one morsel to the gas company whether the capital 
invested in meters was paid for by an extra charge upon the 
gas or by a distinct charge upon the meter. Surely this editor 
does not mean to tell us that ‘‘ the draper’s yard-stick and the 
grocer’s scales” are not paid for like the rent of his shop and | 
every other trade expense, by the customers, just as his own | 
printing-ink is or ought to be paid for by his readers; what | 
matters it, then, whether the outlay upon these articles is in- | 
cluded in a general charge or specified in two distinct ones, by | 
which those who choose may supply their own meters as| 
well as their other fittings? Is this, in fact, not an advan- 
tage to the public, and a means of preventing fraud? and would 
not a contrary system give rise to a suspicion of incorrect re- |, 
gistration on the part of the company, just as suspicions are } 
now entertained against both “‘ drapers and grocers,” in re-, 
spect to the “ yard-stick ” of the one and the “scales” of the | 
other, from the mere fact that the customer is not at liberty to | 
use his own instruments of measurement? But it is vain | 
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in us to anatomise this skeleton of an agitation, the bareness of 
whose pretensions leaves, indeed, no room for such a labour ; 
and if the people of Dublin have not common sense enough to 
see through so palpably selfish a movement, we cannot regard 
the money which will be wasted in making the proposed exper- 
ment as altogether ill-spent. There is nothing more certain 
than that capital once invested in gas mains and works will 
in the end have to be paid back by the public, and the greater 
the amount so invested, the less chance there must be of a le- 
gitimate teduction in the price of the article to be produced. 
Dublin, therefore, now runs the risk of taking a lesson from the 
costly school of experience, by which a diminution in the price 
of gas for the next twenty years may become impossible. Let 
a new company be started, and carried on through all its inevi- 
table phases of jobbery, opposition, disaster, ruin, compromise, 
reconciliation, and amalgamation, and we can answer for it that 
not only will gas be dearer, but, in less than five years, the gas 
consumers of “that swate city” will employ the learned lu- 
cubrations of the Daily Express (if it then exists) as a means 
of incinerating the effigy of “ the rejected of twelve large cities 
and towns,” not to mention smaller matters. 





THE LIVERPOOL NEW WATER-SUPPLY FROM 
RIVINGTON PIKE, 

Ir is surprising how often we find the same thing, under 

different names, presenting the most opposite appearances, 

and eliciting from the public at large the most contrary con- 

clusions. Thus Williams, the defender of Kars, is reputed a 

hero for defending that city long after defence was hopeless ; 


'|and the Russians are considered to have acquired mountains 


| of fame by staying in Sebastopol until its very walls fell upon 
Now, in the name of Consistency, why should the 
glory of adhesiveness fall thus, like bomb-shells, in particular 
places, when other localities may claim a full quota of her 
splendid rays? Why, in short, are the “ Anti-Pikeists ” of 
Liverpool not bedecked with the honours of pertinacity as well 
as General Williams, or the unpronounceably-named heroes 
who so long ensconsed themselves behind the Redan and 
Malakoff? Is it owning to that spiteful chance of war, 
alluded to by Byron, who— 





Knew a man whose loss 

Was printed Grove, although his name was Grose ? 

Fearing that some mischance of this description may have 
|occurred to the water-heroes of Liverpool, we propose to 
| rescue their merits from oblivion, and render them as enduring 
‘as that dear red sandstone which so truthfully realises to 
| them the aqueous qualifications of ‘‘ the rock of Horeb:” we 
propose, in short, to record their names, “‘ ere perennius,” in 
‘the pages of our luminous Journat, and here they are—Alder- 
man Bennett; Mr. Godfrey and Mr. Jeffery, aided by Mr. 
To attempt to do full 
justice to their heroic endeavours in the cause of obstinate 
‘conceit, is far beyond our powers; and, consequently, we can 
only apply to them the well-known line of Goldsmith, that— 
E’en though vanquished they could argue still ; 

and they have so argued, nor, for ought we can see, is there 
‘any prospect of silencing them, as long as water flows from 
| Rivington to Liverpool. Every on@ must admit that there is a 
| truly heroic obstinacy about the exertions of these gentlemen, 
which, applied under more favourable auspices, might have 
saved a Gibraltar or defended a Kars. Why, then, is such virtue 
to go unrewarded? Nor has any lack of talent been shown in 
fabricating from the most unpromising materials the necessary 
weapons of resistance and aggression. Not only has it been 
proved that the old sandstone water is all that Liverpool can 
require, no matter how much it may increase in population, but 
the invading water from Rivington is clearly shown to be a direct 
poison! ‘True, indeed, Dr. Taylor and Dr. Playfair have ana- 
lysed this water, and found nothing in it injurious to human 
life ; but who is Dr. Taylor or Dr. Playfair, or both united, com- 
| pared with that “‘ young man who is rising into great celeb- 
rity,” Mr. Nathan Mercer? And what says Mr. Nathan 
Mercer about the Rivington Pike water, and what is the result 
Mr. Nathan Mercer, after executing a most 
ingenious ‘‘circumbendibus” concerning “alge, conferve, 
animalcule,” &c., “is not in possession of sufficient informa- 





age ”’ to say whether water holding organic matter in solution 


| or suspension will exert any deleterious action upon the health 
|of those who drink it,” but ‘advises information to be got 
| from medical men ;” meanwhile giving us to understand, by an 
|imperfect kind of analysis, that the water “contained eight 





grains of solid matter per gallon, consisting chiefly of carbonate 
of lime and oxide of iron’’—a rather indefinite piece of in- 
formation, which, however, Mr. Alderman Bennett regards as 
“highly important,” no doubt upon the principle that ‘‘ drown- 
ing men catch at straws ;” for anything more vague and worth- 
less than this report of Mr. Mercer we never yet met with; 
whereas the analysis and report of Dr. Alfred Taylor are singu- 
larly decisive of the sanitary properties of the Pike water, 
which this experienced chemist pronounces to be similar to that 
from ‘‘ Wenham Lake ice ;” and with this the analysis and re- 
port of Mr. Spencer agrees. 


But it is the symbol of a great mind to rise superior to all || 
difficulties, and herein we claim for our Liverpool heroes more || 


than an ordinary measure of celebrity: having long ago ex- 
pressed an opinion that the Pike water never would be brought 
into Liverpool, they very consistently endeavour to make the 
event answer the prediction, by opposing its introduction in | 
every possible form ; and, feeling the weakness of the ‘‘ young 
man,” Nathan Mercer, they next call in no less a personage | 
than Dr. Muspratt, who, of course, “‘ goes the entire animal,” | 
and, without pretending to inform us of the exact nature of | 





| 











| 


the organic matter contained in the water, boldly pronounces |! 
it ‘‘ a highly injurious ingredient,” as if all “ organic matter ” |) 


was necessarily ‘‘ injurious.” Now, the citizens of Liverpool | 


| 
, 


cannot, we imagine, be ignorant that tea and coffee and beer, || 
not to mention soup and other things of that kind, are all | 


tolerably harmless, or even beneficial when swallowed ; and yet 


it is quite certain that every one of these substances contains | 
an immense amount of “‘ organic matter,” both in suspension || 


and in solution. How, then, are we to understand the dictum 
of this Dr. Muspratt, that ‘‘ dissolved organic matter—animal 
or vegetable—when constantly partaken of, deranges the 
system, and often gives rise to a complication of ailments?” | 
Does the unfortunate individual who constantly partakes of 
soup at dinner, which unquestionably contains ‘ dissolved | 
organic matter—animal and vegetable”—run a great risk of| 
“« deranging his system” and bringing on a “ complication of 
ailments?” Yet this, we are told, is a “ well-known fact” !!) 
and, more amazing still, Mr. Alderman Bennett, Mr. Godfrey, | 
and Mr. Jeffery pretend to believe it. However, we shall pro- 
bably be informed that Dr. Muspratt is not a medical man, 
and that consequently his chemistry may be right, though his | 
physiology and therapeutics are thus woefully at fault: that, | 
in short, he merely forgot the good old adage, “‘ ne sutor ultra’ 
crepidum,” and ‘‘ ran a-muck” among the doctors, instead of 
imitating the judicious obscurity of Nathan Mercer. Quitting, 
therefore, the medical part of the question, let us examine the) 
chemical. It appears that Dr. Muspratt found the amount of | 
constituents in an imperial gallon of the Pike water to be as | 
follows :— 





Grs. 

Carbonate of lime, and traces of carbonate of magnesia 0°917 | 
Carbonate of protoxide of iron .......-+eeeseeeees 0°064 | 
Sulphate of lime ....cccccccccscccecevcsccccces 2°120) 
Silicious matter, &c. &c. ...... PE ee Se 2:062 
Organic matter (poison) .....cccscccscccccccccce 2°637 
NT Ee nee eee mere traces 
Ca GE SEEN GE DOOD 6x os 000besassciventoen 2°155 

ee ee 9°975 


Now, Nature invariably works under the influence of certain 
laws, and one of these laws is called “ affinity,” or, in other 
words, the peculiar attractive force by which some substances 
unite together to the exclusion of other substances; and it 
does so happen that the above analysis of Dr. Muspratt pre- 
sents us in this respect with a flat contradiction of Nature’s 
law, that brings his chemical down to the same level as his 
medical acquirements. It will be noticed, that the table of 
constituents contains sulphate of lime 2°120 grains, and 
carbonate of soda 2°155 grains; but these substances can no 
more exist together in the evaporated residue of the water 
than fire and ice; on the contrary, they would immediately 
decompose each other with the production of sulphate of 
soda and carbonate of lime: nor could any one but the veriest 
chemical ignoramus have dreamt of making so incongruous an 
association ; indeed, if 68 parts of dry sulphate of lime, and 54 
of dry carbonate of soda, are put into a little water together, 
not one particle of either of them will be found at the end of a 
few minutes, but in their place 72 parts of sulphate of soda, 
and 50 of carbonate of lime. How Dr. Muspratt contrived, 











therefore, to get carbonate of soda and sulphate of lime out of 
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the Pike water, is likely to remain a secret for some time to 
come. That the water may have contained bicarbonate of lime 
and sulphate of soda, we can easily understand; but Dr. Mus- 
pratt will forgive us if we hesitate to swallow his analysis, 
though we may feel no objection to do so with regard to the 
Pike water: the last is a natural combination of undoubted 
utility ; the first a clumsy and impossible arrangement, calcu- 
lated to cover its fabricator with ridicule and contempt. 

With every wish, therefore, to render full justice to the sur- 
passing folly and obstinate rancour of Messrs. Bennett and Co., 
we heartily congratulate the people of Liverpool upon the ac- 
quisition of a good supply of good water. It must be expected 
that for a time the water will be slightly turbid from the 
action of the iron of the pipes; but the moment that the in- 
terior of these pipes has become covered with peroxide of iron— 
and this will take place very speedily—the action in question will 
cease, and with it even the complaints of Mr. Alderman Bennett. 
As regards the alleged contamination of the water by remain- 
ing in leaden cisterns, there seems no better proof than there is 
of the simultaneous existence in it of sulphate of lime and car- 
bonate of soda; but, even if this were really so, nothing more 
would be necessary for those who have leaden cisterns than to 
keep a lump of alabaster or plaster of Paris in them, and all risk 
of such contamination would then be avoided; or the same re- 
medy might be applied to the water before it quits the reservoir 
at Rivington. Yet, if we might place the least reliance in the 
world in Dr. Muspratt’s analysis, there is already sulphate of 
lime enough to render the Pike water perfectly safe from even 
the suspicion of acting upon lead, according to the conclusions 
of Christison. 


Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tux judgment of the Deputy Recorder of Cambridge in the 
appeal case of the Cambridge Gas Company, reported in ano- 
ther column, has the advantage of common sense in its favour, 
even should it not be in accordance with the dicta of West- 
minster Hall in somewhat similar cases. It is based upon the 
principle that what in legal phraseology are termed ‘‘ heredita- 
ments,” can only be rated under the Parochial Assessment Act, 
and that the machinery and apparatus of a gas-work are ‘“ goods 
and chattels,” or, in other words, “‘ personal property,” which, 
together with “ profits and stock in trade,” are expressly ex- 
cepted by statute from assessment. The soundness of this pro- 
position may be tested by inquiring whether a ground landlord 
could distrain upon the machinery of a gas company for rent 
due to him, and could sell the retorts, purifiers, and gasholders. 
If this be answered in the affirmative, it is clear the Deputy 
Recorder of Cambridge is right, and that they are exempt from 
assessment. They correspond, in fact, to the furniture and 
fixtures of a house ; for, though the furnished house will let for 
a higher rent than it would do if unfurnished, no parochial cor- 
morant has hitherto been bold enough to contend that the rent 
paid by a tenant for a furnished house is any criterion of its as- 
sessable value. There have, however, been cases decided in 
Westminster Hall in which it has been held that a weighing- 
machine, a crane, and a leaden chamber employed in the ma- 
nufacture of vitriol, are all rateable, in respect of the improved 
value they give to the land they occupy; but the manufactur- 
ing plant of a gas-work is clearly a different class of property, 
and the ingenious argument of Mr. Serjeant Byles on this 
point merits all the respect it received from the Deputy Re- 
corder of Cambridge. On the other hand, it is but right that 
we should state that a contrary opinion is held by many of 
our most eminent counsel, and, amongst others, by Mr. Pashley, 
the Assistant-Judge of the Middlesex Sessions, with whose 
opinion upon a similar case we have been favoured, and by 
which it is clear an adverse judgment would be given in any 
ease brought before him in his judicial capacity. Mr. Pashley 
says :-— 

The illegal omission to rate millsin * * * * * in respect of their fixed 
machinery, as well as their bricks and mortar, is a good substantive ground 
of appeal against the rate, but is not a ground for omitting fixed machinery 
from the rate, or any other kind of property which is used with fixed ma- 
chinery, and which come within the principle acted on in “ Reg. v Guest,” 
7 Ad. and El. 956, and several subsequent cascs—viz., that the land ought 


to be rated according to its actual value as combined with the machinery 
sont to it, without considering whether the machinery be real or personal 
pr y- 
| he case most directly in point, with reference to the first question put, is 
that of “* Reg. v. Haslam,” 17 Q. B. 220, decided on May 31, 1851. There 
the court held that a mere utensil, as it may be called—the leaden chamber 
used in vitriol-works—was to be taken into account in rating such works, 
because “‘ the rateable value of the premises is increased by the use of such 
| chambers.” 

















After this decision, in which the eases of “‘ Reg. ». Guest” and “ Reg. ». 
Southampton Dock Company” are recognised, it is, I think, too late to 
argue the point for which the Gas Company in this ease contend. 

ere can be no doubt that the premises here would let for more with 
retorts, gasholders, &c. &c. &c., in working order than without any such 
annexations; and “ Reg. v. Haslam” shows conclusively that the Queen’s 
Bench will hold that since such annexations, whether real or personal pro- 
perty, enable their owner to get for his land a higher rent on account of 
them, they are therefore to be taken into account in estimating the rateable 
value of the real property with which they are used. 

The overseers are to look at all the things specified—retorts, condensers, 
&o. ; to consider what is the value of the land occupied by the company, as 
connected with such retorts, condensers, &c., &c., and to deal with them as 
fixed machinery, for they come under the same legal view as fixed ma- 
chinery, according to the authorities to which I have referred. 

Where such differences of opinion as are indicated in 
these cases exist among the judges of the inferior courts, the 
superior courts must be appealed to before a satisfactory solu- 
tion can be obtained; and we trust an opportunity will soon 
arise through which the opinion of the Court of Queen’s Bench 
may be obtained on the principles adopted in the Cambridge 
case. 

We take the earliest opportunity which has presented itself |; 
of giving, upon the authority of Mr. Tyrrell, the solicitor to 
the City of London Gas Company, a direct contradiction to || 
the unqualified assertion made by Mr. Pearson at the adjourned 
meeting of the Great Central Company, held on the 23rd ult., 
at which he is reported to have said, ‘‘ Unless it is a distinct 
understanding that the minimum of quality, and the maximum | 
of price, are stereotyped upon the act of Parliament you are to, 
seek, I will have nothing to do with the matter.” The City 
Company, from the first, objected to recognise 4s. as the maxi- 
mum price, but so far at last yielded to Mr. Pearson’s pro- 
posal that the price should commence at 4s.; and if, in the 
course of the year, it was found that 10 per cent. could not be 
paid out of 4s. gas, then Mr. Pearson agreed to go to Parliament | 
next session to raise the price. The suppression of all reference 
to the latter portion of the arrangement led us into the ex- 
pression of an opinion that the City Company had “ surren- 
dered at discretion, and ignominiously struck its colours, with- 
out securing any one of the objects for which it had been for 
years contending”’—an opinion not warranted when the whole 
truth is known, but for which Mr. Pearson’s disingenuousness 
is alone responsible. | 

We are gratified in being able to announce that the pro- | 
tracted litigation between the Imperial and London Gas Com- 
panies has been brought to a close by a compromise, and there | 

| 








is consequently some prospect of an early arrangement being | 
effected between the four west-end companies for a division of | 
the district, to the great convenience and advantage of the) 
public, and benefit of the companies themselves, 








Correspondence. 


THE UXBRIDGE SEWERAGE. | 
Srr,—In the leaders of your JouRNAL of the 6th inst., you men- | 
tion the town of Uxbridge as one of the places “where the water- || 
courses are contaminated by discharging the sewerage without any | 
preliminary disinfection.” I think it but fair to the Local Board | 
of Health and ratepayers of that town, who have been at the neces- |’ 
sary expense of constructing filtering and deodorising works, as 
well as to myself as their engineer, to state that in this instance || 
you have been misinformed, as the sewerage has never been, nor was || 
it ever intended to be, discharged into the river without first under- |: 
going a process, the best I could devise, to render the supernatant | 
water, when discharged, as clear and inoffensive as possible. That|' 
we have succeeded (under the peculiar circumstances of the case) in | 
doing this pretty well, may be allowed, as a party threatening legal 
proceedings has for many months watched the outlet, and fre- 
quently taken samples from it for analysis. 
I would further add, that this case, so far as it goes, at—least for 
a provincial town—is a proof of what can be done. Having con- 
siderable experience with the precipitation by lime, and the distri- 
bution of sewerage in the liquid form, I had reasons sufficiently |, 
cogent in my mind to try at Uxbridge, where it was of great im- |: 
portance to avoid failure, and to discharge as pure a fluid as pos- |' 
sible, a different method, which has happily so far succeeded, and | 
which also about pays tts way! JAMES PILBROW. | 
| 


| 


Tottenham, Jan. 13, 1857. 


THE CORPORATION OF WOLVERHAMPTON AND ITS | 
CREDITORS. || 

Srr,—You have several times noticed the disgraceful position |! 
assumed by some of the new corporations, who, having refused to || 
pay their debts, have had their property seized by creditors, who | 
have obtained judgments against them. | 
The proceedings of the Corporation of Wolverhampton, howeve‘r | 
or rather of the corporation acting as the Local Board of Health, r 
— ———— — ' 
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are, perhaps, more remarkable and more deserving of censure than 
those which have taken place in any other town. 

This body went to Parliament for a water bill in 1855, and lost 
| it, not through any fault of the engineer, but entirely on account 
| of a rating clause which the lawyers had inserted in the bill. The 
| decision of the committee contained a very high compliment to the 
engineering skill displayed in the proposed works of the corpora- 
| tion, but rejected the bill on account of the objectionable rating 
clause already referred to. 
| When the members of the committee who had been sent up to 
| wateh the bill went back to their constituents with this unsuc- 

cessful result, the worthy and honest corporation forthwith re- 
pudiated the payment of the parliamentary expenses, which 
amounted to something like £5000. There were accounts from 
engineers, solicitors, parliamentary agents, analytical chemists, 
| geologists, and others, whose services were rendered necessary in 
| consequence of the peculiar nature of the inquiry. 

|| After waiting a considerable time in Foy ve of inducing the 
| corporation to come to terms, several of the parties took vom ro- 
| 





ceedings; and one judgment, at all events, has been obtained by Mr. 
Hughes, civil engineer, for the amount of his claim, about £1200. 
| Under this judgment, all the personal property of the corpora- 
| tion has been already seized and sold by the sheriff of Stafford; the 
| sale of the chairs, tables, the mayor’s mace, and other parapherna- 
| lia of the town-hall, having realised about £600, or about one-third 
| of the sum which the debt and costs now amount to. 
| After suffering this disgrace, which has seriously injured the 
| town, the council and corporation were further threatened with the 
| seizure of the market tolls, and other freehold property which they 
| possess, under a writ of elegit, which was obtained some time since 
| on the part of Mr. Hughes. 
'| Upon this, the council seems to have been seriously alarmed, and 
at length made an arrangement with Mr. Hughes’ solicitor to stay 
| further proceedings, on condition of the market tolls being paid over 
‘to him every month until the debt was extinguished. hen the 
very first month had expired, the council held a meeting, at which 
they rescinded their former resolution in the usual style, and posi- 
tively refused to pay over the first month’s instalment, amounting 
to about £100. 
| Mr. Dobie, the solicitor for Mr. Hughes, determined to be no 
longer trifled with, has now formally seized the market tolls; and 
I forward you a Wolverhampton paper, giving an account of the 
proceedings there on Wednesday last, when the seizure took place. 
| It appears that the corporation, by their absolutely insane and 
‘dishonest conduct, has raised a perfect hornet’s nest about their 
‘ears, as they are threatened with proceedings which may not im- 
‘probably disincorporate the town. These proceedings, it is said, 
| will immediately be taken by the lessees, to whom they had let the 
‘market tolls, in illegal dulieee of the judgment hanging over 
| their heads. 
| What will be the consequence to the ratepayers and the trade of 
| the town of all this absurd folly? The works of sewerage, paving, 
‘and water supply, although all most urgently called for, are stand- 
jing still, because a corporation liable to a host of unsettled actions, 
and with judgments every day liable to be enforced against them, 
jare, of course, utterly unable to borrow money. 

Had the corporation honestly met their engagements at the pro- 
per time, a rate of 8d.in the pound would have paid off every 
|shilling of the Parliamentary expenses. In the present position of 
affairs, it is impossible to say what it may cost the corporation to 
settle all their actions, and recover their lost position. I should 
say not a farthing less than 2s. in the pound. 

In the meantime, the tradesmen of the town are seriously fright- 
ened at the gross mismanagement and threatened expense; the 
town itself is becoming unhealthy, owing to the want of all sanitary 
works ; people are rapidly deserting the place; and property gene- 
jrally, as repeatedly asserted by respectable estate agents at the 
council itself, is every day falling in value. 

Does not a population which has so abused its charter of incor- 
poration deserve to have it taken away ? 

London, Jan. 12, 1857. 








Hegister of New Patents. 


1250.—Bznsamin Napavtr DE Bovurron, of 18, Rue du Cherche Midi’ 
| Paris, and 4, South Street, Finsbury, London, for “4 new apparatus 
Sor clarifying and purifying water and other liquids.’ Patent dated 

May 26, 1856. 

This invention consists in an improved mode of constructing filtering ap- 
paratus, in which the liquid to be filtered passes from the outside to the 
inside of the apparatus. 

This improved filter is adapted to the purification of liquids in general, 
though mainly intended for the filtration of river and other water for the 
supply of towns, and for general domestic and industrial purposes; and is 
composed, first, of a shect of metal tube perforated. This tube may be 
made of zine, copper, or iron galvinised, or painted with red lead or any 
unoxidable matter. Secondly, of an outer casing of metallic gauze, also 
preserved from oxidation, and forming a cylindrical surface concentric to 
that of the tube. Thirdly, of filtering materials which are suitably ar- 
ranged and compressed in the space between the two cylinders. Fourthly, 
of two annular discs, in wood or metal, placed at each extremity of the 
cylinder, for compressing, by means of a screw-press, the filtering mate- 
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| rials in the apparatus in the direction of the longitudinal axis of the tube. 
The discs are retained in their primitive position by iron key-pieces, 
Fifthly, of an outer casing of the apparatus, completed by a frame-work 
formed of wood or iron rods parallel to each other, at a distance of four to 
five inches apart, and maintained by iron hoops. Sixthly, of a small air 
tube placed at one end of tke inner tube, which ensures the continuity of 
the current. 

At one end of the filtering cylinder the extremety of the inner tube is 
lengthened, and is terminated by a screw-joint of the ordinary form, which 
is adapted to a flexible tube of suitable oy to distribute the product 
either to a larger conduit, or to a reservoir conveniently situated, from 
which the purified water is withdrawn, either by means of a pump, or 
by any other apparatus. 

Filtering Materials.—The substances introduced into the annular space 
between the two concentric cylinders are there properly compressed, first 
by stamping, and afterwards by screw-pressure. A special advantage of 
the tubular arrangement is, that any required amount of compression may 
be obtained. The selection and mixing of filtering materials are determined 
by the nature of the water to be filtered, and the degree of purification 
required. The materials consist—1, of sponge, moss chopped and mineral- 
ised at option, with variable proportions of pulverulent matters, such as 
charcoal, cinders, &c.; 2, woollen-stuff clippings, felt, and other waste; 
3, silicious sands from quarries, or sand-stone, animal or vegetable char- 
coal in powder, cinders, be. 

Suppose the apparatus above described to be filled with the above 
filtering materials, suitably compressed and immersed in impure water, in 
such a manner that the prolonged part of the inner tube may pass into a 
reservoir, the filtration at once commences. 

The filtering materials, and especially those intended for the filtration 
of water, such as pulverised charcoal, may be arranged at will in layers, 
separated from each other by interposed flannel, or other similar fabric. 

The claim is for the coustruction of tubular filters, in which the passage 
of the liquid takes place from the exterior to the interior, in the manner 
hereinbefore described. 


1393.—Dantex Sprit, of the firm of George Spill and Co., of Stepney 

Green, in the co. of Middlesex, waterproofers, for ““Jmprovements in purt- 

Sying spirits of tar or coal tar naphtha.” Provisional protection only 

obtained. Dated June 12, 1856. 

The improvements relate to employing lime as a means of deodorising 
or removing the smell from spirits of tar or coal tar naphtha (which has 
been previously rectified), by causing the same, whilst in a state of vapour, 
to pass in contact with the lime. 

The naphtha to be purified is placed in a suitable close vessel or cham- 
ber heated by steam passing from numerous jets in the lower part of such 
vessel or chamber, or by other means. The vapour produced from the 
naphtha is conducted so as to pass through successive layers of lime on 
shelves of wire gauze, or other reticulate work. Thence the vapour 
passes through the worm of a still, or other condensing apparatus; and 
when the heating media employed is steam, which is allowed to mix with 
the vapour of the naphtha, the separation of the condensed water from the 
condensed naphtha, after purification, is effected by allowing these con- 
densed liquids to flow off through separate syphon-tubes at slightly diffe- 
rent elevations. 

Sometimes, when purifying the naphtha in a state of vapour by lime, 
lime is employed in a fluid state, mixed with the naphtha, in the vessel or 
chamber in which it is vapourised. 


1397.—Grorce Louis Srorr, of St. George’s, in the co. of Gloucester, 
for “‘ Improvements in purifying gas.’ Provisional protection only ob- 
tained. Dated June 12, 1856. 
This invention consists in purifying gas by causing it to pass over or 
amongst oxide of zinc, or the carbonate of the oxide, whereby the sulphur 
contained in the gas is caused to combine with the metallic zinc, forming 
a sulphide of that metal ; and the oxide of zinc so produced may be repro- 
duced by roasting the résulting sulphide in a current of air, or by other 
means known to metallurgists, so that the oxide of zinc reproduced can be 
used again. 


1404.—Srrvans Dr Jone, of 17, New Hampstead Road, in the co. of 

Middlesex, for “ Improvements in warming and ventilating apartments 

and buildings.’ Patent dated June 13, 1856. 
This invention has for its object improvements in warming and ventilating 
apartments and buildings, and consists of a peculiar combination and con- 
struction of apparatus; for which purpose the air is heated by passing 
from the exterior of the building, through a suitable channel, into the 
heating chamber, the air-supply channel being of dimensions according to 
the cubic contents of the apartment or building to be warmed and venti- 
lated by the invention. The air-heating apparatus and the passages for 
conducting the heated air are to be of clay or other material than iron, 
but for drying chambers iron may be used, From the air-heating cham- 
ber the warm air is conducted by a suitable channel or channels under the 
floor of the apartment to be warmed, in which floor there are to be valves 
or ventilators through which the warm air rises into the apartment. The 
channel or channels conveying the warm air to the valves or ventilators 
diminish in diameter or size as they proceed further and further from the 
heating chamber. There are also other valves or ventilators in the floor 
of the apartment, opening into other channels below the floor; and such 
valves, or ventilators and channels, are for the purpose of the air in the 
apartment passing to the ash-pit of the fire, which heats the heating- 
chamber. By these means the cold air of the apartment is withdrawn as 
warmed air is allowed to flow from the air-heating chamber to the apart- 
ment, and the passage of air from the apartment is to be closed when suf- 
ficient has been withdrawn, and a oe from the outer atmosphere is 
to be opened to supply the fire with air. In the ceiling of the apartment 
there are to be other valves or ventilators leading into channels commu- 
nicating with the interior of the chimney. Although only one apartment 
is mentioned, where the building contains several apartments, each is to 
be similarly arranged, the conducting air-channels being varied in their 
sizes or diameters according to the cubic contents of each apartment. 
When, in warm weather, it is desired to introduce fresh air from the 
exterior of the building, a communication or channel is used, connected 
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'| with the channels described as being used for the purpose of withdrawing 
|| air from the apartment to the ash-pit of the fire. 


\| 1240.—Joun Dixon, of High Bridge, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, engineer, 
for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for measuring water and other fluids.” 
Patent dated May 23, 1856. 

|| This invention has for its object improvements in apparatus for measuring 
water and other liquids, for which purpose two vessels are used, and are 
combined together. Each vessel has a flexible diaphragm or partition to 
divide it into two compartments. These vessels are, by preference, each 
formed of two sections or parts of a sphere bolted together, fixing the 
edges of the flexible diaphragms between them. On either side of each 
of the fiexible partitions or diaphragms is a passage for the water or 
- 4 Over the water or fluid of each vessel there is a slide- 
valve, and the slide-valve of one vessel is attached or moved by the piston- 
rod of the other vessel, such piston-rod giving motion to a lever or to an 
arm—the lever or the arm giving motion to the slide-valve. To each 
diaphragm is affixed a piston-rod, which works through a stuffing-box. 
The two vessels are enclosed in a case having suitable inlets and outlets 
for the water or fluid. The movements of the parts may be recorded by 
a suitable counting or recording apparatus as heretofore, by which the 
quantity passed through the apparatus may be ascertained at any time. 

The claim is for the combined apparatus herein described. 


1449.—Jacinto Dias Damazio, of Lisbon, Portugal, merchant, for “ 4 
new process of making illuminating and heating gas by a double distillation 
without retort.” Patent dated June,19, 1856. : 

| Hitherto the best method for making illuminating gas has been by an 
expensive system of retorts, which required a considerable expenditure of 
fuel to heat them. Attempts have been made to extract gas from coke 
ovens, but this process was very incomplete, which can be easily ex- 
plained. The distillation of pit coal in coke ovens, for the purpose of 
|| extracting gas and other products, is performed in closed chamhers, and 
at a rather low temperature. In this process water, oil or tar, and gas are 
produced by the coal; but the gas thus obtained is poor and scanty, be- 
cause the oil that is condensed carries away with it the hydro-carburets, 
which at a higher temperature are distilled, and increase the production 
of the lighting gas, which has more density and lighting power: this gas 
has a greater value than the other products in several places. 

|| Having closely and carefully studied the distillation of pit coal in gas- 

|| works, and coke kilns or ovens, for the purpose of obtaining a quality of 

coke good either for railways, metallurgical operations, or house-heating, 
|| and to produce besides, at the same time, gas in all required conditions, 
either for lighting or heating purposes, an apparatus has been constructed 
which produces the double result sought for. Two coke ovens are built 
adjoining one another : these ovens are built in the same manner as good 
coke ovens, the floors of which are heated by each other in order to make 
use of the otherwise wasted heat, and to accelerate the baking (carbonisa- 
|tion). Between the ovens and towards the hind part a vertical cast-iron 
| cylinder is placed, containing about 23 or 3 feet in height of small pieces 
of coke, This cylinder has an aperture at its lower part for cleaning and 
|emptying it, the aperture being hermetically closed by two plugs made 
| fast by a bolted flange and stirrup, aud luted with fire-clay. The cylinder 





placed in the passage of the flame in its way downwards when rushing 
under the floor of the ovens, is heated to the required degree for effecting 
|the double decomposition which takes place, as will be explained here- 
jafter. In the beginning of the process, when the ovens are heated to the 
| right degree, the pit coal to be distilled is placed into one of the said ovens, 
| which is closed likewise with a suitable door or plug, luted also with fire- 
‘clay, and made fast with a bolted cross iron-piece. About 30, or perhaps 
| 60, minutes may now elapse, till the watery matters are cleared off and 
| the ovens are become heated by the burning of the first weak gas. The 
| ovens require to be at first heated, because they lose heat when loading 
| them with coal and taking out the coke. The cap which is over the top 
of the chimney of the oven is then lowered, and falls on a bed of fine 
| sand, and shuts closely. At this period of the process an extractor, as it 
has been termed, is employed, which will be described hereafter. ‘The 
said extractor does the work of a sucking and forcing pump, since it sucks 
the gas from the ovens, and forces it through all the apparatus to the 
| gas meter or holder. 
| The second part of this system consists in the addition of pure hydrogen 
|gas, produced by superheated steam. For this purpose steam is con- 
| veyed through a pipe into the cylinder before named. The flowing of 
| steam is regulated by means of a stop-cock. The pipe is double, and 
| passes under the floor of the oven, where it is heated: the steam is com- 
| pelled to flow through the whole length of the pipe before entering the 
|cylinder. This superheated steam flows over or through the ignited coke, 
| together with the oils arising from the coal. The hydrogen produced by 
|the steam seizes the hydro-carburets issuing from the decomposition of 
the oils, and gives a good illuminating gas, which mingles simultaneously 
| with the other gas as it flows through the ignited coke. On these condi- 
i tions only can the gas for lighting purposes be plentiful and of a superior 
quality; and this result cannot be obtained by any of the processes 
; hitherto used. In order to obtain a much larger quantity of heating gas, 
the quantity of steam introduced through the coke must be increased two 
or three fold: the gas obtained is less carburetted, but it is well known 
that the pure hydrogen has a superior heating power to the carburetted 
hydrogen. From what has been heretofore described, it is easy to under- 
stand that with this system cither excellent illuminating gas is produced 
by the decomposition of mineral oils, or simultaneously a large quantity 
of gas for heating purposes, by mgans of superheated steam decomposed 
during the same operation of the 2arbonisation of the coal, without in- 
creased expenditure of fuel, since the waste heat required at the comple- 
tion of the coal-baking of each oven is sufficient for heating reciprocally 
this simple apparatus for double distillation. It is well understood that 
the ovens ought always to be charged from 12 to 16 hours after each 
other, so that the process of carbonisation or baking may be going on in 
one of the said ovens when the other is being charged; the cap or stopper 
is then removed ; the flame, finding a free passage, rushes out, and passes 
under the floor of the adjoining oven, and vice versa. 
This system will be of great advantage to gas-works, because— 














1. It saves the fuel hitherto used for heating the retorts. 

2. Retorts are no longer required. 

3. Heating or illuminating gas is produced at pleasure, and the quan- | 
tity produced is increased or lessened according to the use to which it is 
to be applied. 

4, Coke of the 
industrial purpose. sek ' 
This system of double distillation may be applied in a like advantageous 
manner to peat, wood, bones, and other substances which can be submitted | 
to carbonisation; and, being the most advantageous for making heating | 
or illuminating gas, coke ovens or kilns of any kind may at any time be | 
converted, and the apparatus applied to them easily: the present gas- | 
works may also be altered to this system without much difficulty or | 

expense, 
1478.—Joun Taytor, of Hackney Road, in the co. of Middlesex, for | 

“ An improved vessel for containing chemicals for the generation of dis- | 

infecting gases.” Patent dated June 24, 1856. ae. 
The object of this invention is to provide a vessel capable of containing | 
chemicals for the generation of disinfecting gases, which, when desired, || 
may be readily and securely closed to prevent the escape of the gaseous pro- | 
ducts. This is effected by fixing above the mouth or orifice of a vertical || 
vessel of glass or earthenware for containing the chemicals, a cross-bar of 
wood, or other non-corrosive substance. The cover of the vessel, having 
attached to its under-side a ring of vulcanized indiarubber, is fixed to a 
screw which works through a nut formed in the before-mentioned cross- | 
bar over the centre of the orifice or mouth. By the action of the screw, | 
the cover attached to it may be depressed so as to to compress forcibly the 
indiarubber ring between the cover and the margin around the orifice of 
the vessel, and effectually to close the latter. By the contrary action, it 
may be as readily opened to permit the confined gases to escape. | 
1487.—Juzxes Errenne Laronpn, of Bellville, near Paris, engineer, and 

4, South Street, Finsbury, London, for “ Jmprovements in lighting.” | 

Patent dated June 24, 1856. |; 

| 


first quality is produced, which can be used for any | 





no invention has for its object the employment of the gases generated 
m oils burnt in lamps, and the apparatus employed, which is of various | 
forms, would be quite unintelligable without the assistance of drawings.) 

The claim is for— aie 

1. The general arrangement and construction of lamps for self-gencrating 
the gas or vapour consumed as described. | 

2. The mode of constructing the burner for self-generating the gas or | 
vapour, and of supplying inflammable liquid to the same. | 
1490. — Henricu Lupwic Burr, of 9, Fitzroy Square, London, and | 

FreEpERic VERSMANN, of 3, Forest Place, Kingsland Road, London, 

chemists, for ‘‘.4n improvement in purifying and softening water.” | 

Patent dated June 25, 1856. 

This invention has for its object an improvement in purifying and soften- 
ing water, and consists in applying silicate of soda in combination with |' 
carbonate of soda, or other matter known to precipitate lime; for which 
purpose the silicate of soda, with the other precipitating agent, are to be 
introduced into the water and agitated; the water is then allowed to 
settle for some time, and, if desired, filtered. 

The method in which the process is conducted is as follows :— 

In order to ascertain the proportions of silica (contained in the silicate || 
of soda) and carbonate of soda (or other matter known to precipitate lime), |: 
which are required to soften and purify any description of water, it is ne- |: 
cessary, in the first place, to determine the degree of hardness of the 
water by the test known as Dr. Clarke’s, and also the number of grains of 
magnesia which a gallon of the water contains. These facts being ascer- || 
tained, to each gallon of water, 2°12 grains of anhydrous carbonate of 
soda is added for each degree of ascertained hardness, and 3°4 grains of 
silica for each grain of magnesia which the measure of water contains, 

In carrying out the process on a large scale, the water should be con- |’ 
tained in a reservoir, and the proper proportion of the two salts dissolved | 
in water having been added, the water in the reservoir should be well 
agitated to diffuse the solution through the whole mass of the water. 

After a few days, the precipitate formed in the water will have com- 
pletely subsided, and the clear water may be drawn off for use, or, if |’ 
necessary, it may be previously passed through a filter. 

In using any other precipitant of lime in place of carbonate of soda, the 
quantities employed must be greater or less than the quantity of carbo- 
nate of soda, according as its combining equivalent is greater or less than 
that of carbonate of soda. 
1501.—Gustave Durricn, of Stuttgard, in the kingdom of Wurtemberg, 

and of 77, Chancery Lane, London, for ‘* Improvements in gas-burners.” 

Patent dated June 26, 1856. 

This invention, which has reference to improvements in regulating and |' 
economising the consumption of gas, consists in narrowing or contracting 
the tubular neck or cavity beneath the burner, so that the first passage 
or passages through which the gas has to pass shall be smaller than the 
opening of the gas-burner where the gas is consumed, whereby a more 
perfect regulation and supply of gas is obtained than by those at present 
in use. 

The claim is for the construction and employment of the contracted |, 
tubular necks or cavities within the stems of gas-burners, for the purpose 
of regulating and economising the consumption of gas in the manner and | 
for the purposes hereinbefore set forth and described. 


PROVISIONAL PROTECTION | 
HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. | 
3090.—Joun James Speep, the younger, and Joun AYLEswortH Barxey, | 
of New York, U.S.A., for “ Improvements in the manufacture of seamless || 
pipes and tubes.” Dec. 29, 1856. | 
3105.—Witt1am M‘Curzocu, of Kilmarnock, N.B., plumber, and THomas || 
Kennepy, of the same place, water-meter maker, for ‘‘ Improvements in |; 
stop-cocks or valves.” Dec. 31, 1856. | 
16.—Joun M‘Lennan, of 6, Park Place, Highbury, Islington, Joun 
Patmer, and Joun Henry Pater, of 60, Mildway Street, Stoke 
Newington, for “.4n economical gaslight generator and consumer.” 
Jan. 2, 1857. 
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$1.—ALEexanpDER AnGus Crott, of Harold’s Wood Lodge, near Romford, 

in the co. of Essex, civil engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in the manufac- 

ture of coal gas.” Jan. 3, 1857. 

42.—Joun OxpHAM, of Preston, in the co. of Lancaster, telegraph clerk, 
for — apparatus for closing the supply-cocks of gas-burners,.” Jan. 5, 
1857. 

48.—Juuivs Decimus Trips, of King’s Place, Commercial Road, London, 
gentleman, for “ Improvements in mechanism for affording increased se- 
curity to valves, taps, or other apparatus used for regulating or interrupt- 
ing the flow of gases, vapours, and liquids.” Jan. 6, 1857. 

49,—F repERICK Herspert MABERty, of Stowmarket, Suffolk, Master of 
Arts, for ‘ Improvements in constructing receptacles for sewerage, for 


separating the fluid from the solid portion thereof, and for purifying, 
storing, and carrying away the same.” Jan. 6, 1857. 


NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PROCEED 
WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 


1969.—Wixi1am Racsrer, of 28, Francis Street, Woolwich, for “ Jm- 
provements in apparatus for regulating the supply of gas.’ Aug 23, 1856. 

2058.—GrorGE ANDERSON, of Queen’s Road, Dalston, London, gas en- 
gineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in the combustion of tar and other similar 
matters, in heating gas retorts, and in the consumption of smoke arising 
therefrom, and from other fuels used therewith.” Sept. 4, 1856. 

2167.—Joun Extiort, of Southampton, in the co. of Hants, architect and 
civil engineer, for ‘‘_4n improvement in taps and cocks.” Sept. 16, 1856. 

2974.—Aurrep Vincent Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, London, me- 
chanical draughtsman, for “ Improvements in machinery for boring, turn- 
ing, tapping, and screwing fittings for gas, water, steam, and other pipes, 
and in vices for holding the same while they are operated upon.’’ Dec. 15, 
1856. 

3090.—Jonn James Speen, the younger, and Joun AyLEswortH BaILey, 
of New York, U.S.A., for “ Improvements in the manufacture of seamless 
pipes ond tubes,” Dec, 29, 1856. 


Parliamentary Intelligence. 


LIST OF PETITIONS FOR GAS AND WATER BILLS. 
Sxssion, 1857. 

BIRKENHEAD District Gas AND WaTER-Works.—Reconstitution of the Birkenhead 
and Claughton Gas and Water Company; change of name; alteration and exten- 
sion of powers; additional capital; new works, &c. 

Bricuton, Hove, anp Preston Constant-Servick WATER Works’ ComPpany.— 
Amendment of act; construction of new works, and other powers. 

Buastem AND TunsTaLL Gas Company.—lIncorporation of company; supply of gas 
to Burslem and its neighbourhood ; extension of works, and increase of capital; to 
enable the company to transfer to Local Board of Health. 

Bury Gaslicut anp Coxe Company.—Amendment or repeal of existing act; new 
works; extension of limits and powers; raising further moneys, &c. 

Cuatuam Disrricr Watrer-Works.—Incorporation of company; construction of 
works for the supply of water to Rochester, Chatham, Old and New Brompton, 
and Gillingham and the neighbourhood. 

Cuerstow Gas.—Incorporation of existing Chepstow Gas and Coke Consumers’ 
Company (limited); extension of works; supply of gas to Chepstow and neigh- 
bouring places; alterations of limits of supply; power to break up streets, high- 
ways, thoroughfares, and other places; increase of capital; borrowing powers ; 
annulling deed of settlement. 

Curester Warer-Works’ Company.—Extension and amendment or repeal of act; 
increase and regulation of capital; power to borrow money; to sell or lease their 
undertaking to the corporation of Chester; and further powers. 

Cork Gas.—Power to United General Gaslight Company to maintain their existing 
works, and supply gas, to break up streets, to charge rates or rents, and to sell or 
lease their undertaking, and extend the present limits of ~—. 

Cork Gas Consumers’ Company (LImITED).—For better enabling the Cork Gas 
Cc s’ Company (limited) to supply gas for the purpose of lighting the 
borough and vicinity of Cork. 

DumBarToN Warer-Works, REcLAMATION oF Broap MEADOW, AND ExTENSION 
or Municrpatity.—For supplying the burgh of Dumbarton and places adjacent 
with water; for embanking and reclaiming the Broad Meadow there; and for ex- 
tending the municipal boundaries of the said burgh. 

Guiascow City aAnp SupuRBAN Gas Company.—Amendment of act; extension of 
works; increase ‘of capital; additional powers; powers to borrow additional 
money. 

Guiascow Gasticut Company.—Power to raise additional money; extension of 
supply; and amendment of acts. 

Gosport Warter-Works.—Incorporation of company, and construction of works. 

—— Yarmouth Warer-Works’ Company.—Increase of capital; amendment 
of act. 

Gvitprorp Gas.—Incorporation of existing Guildford Gaslight and Coke Company; 
purchase of land; extension of works; supply of gas to Guildford and its vicinity; 
alteration of limits of supply; powers over streets, highways, thoroughfares, and 
other places; adjustment of present capital and outlay accounts; increase of 
capital; borrowing powers; annulling deed of settlement. 

Guitprorp Warer-Works.—Incorporation of proprietors ; power to supply borough 
of Guildford; incorporation of consolidation acts. 

ImpreriaL ConTINENTAL Gas AssociaTIoN.—Amendment of act; further powers for 
the consolidation of shares. 

a Warer-Works.—Incorporation of company; transfer to them of existing 
works, 

Lowesrorr Water Gas anp Market Company.—Extension of water-works; new 
works; increase of capital and borrowing powers; extension of time for com- 
pletion of works; powers of sale; further powers of leasing, and amendment of act. 

Marcate Warer-Works.—Incorporation of company for the construction of works 
to supply the inhabitants of Margate, St. Peter’s, and Broadstairs, with water. 

METROPOLITAN SEWERAGE (OUTFALL TO THE SEA).—Construction of outfall-sewer 
from West Ham to the German Ocean, on the Essex coast, between Rivers Black- 
water and Crouch; incorporation of company, or powers of construction by the 
Metropolitan Board of Works; arrangement with Metropolitan Board of Works; 
sale of sewerage; power to lay pipes along roads; reclamation of lands on the said 
Essex coast; repeal or transfer of powers of South Essex estuary, and reclamation 
of act; amendment of acts. 

New River Company.—Additional loan and capital; debenture stock; alteration of 
rates; further remedies for non-payment; new drains in Hertford, and other 
works; amendment of acts. 

PorrsmourH Improvep Warer-Surriy.—Incorporation of company; purchase 
of water-works; amendment of acts; improvement of existing works; new 
works; constant supply upon high pressure; dissolution of existing company; 
compulsory purchase of lands, waters, mills, and works. 

Surewspury Gasticut Comrany.—Amendment or repeal of existing act; new 
works; extension of limits and powers; regulation of capital; raising further 
moneys; sale or lease to the corporation, &c. 

Sourn Su1eLps Gas.—Incorporation of company; powers to supply gas; mainte- 
nance and erection of works; purchase of property, by agreement or compulsion ; 
and powers of sale to corporation. 

Sourn STarrorDsHIRE WatTeR-Works.—To enable the South Staffordshire Water- 
Works’ Company to alter and extend their works, and obtain an additional supply 














of water; and to make certain arrangements with respect to their undertaking | 
and the works connected therewith ; and for other purposes. | 

Srocxton New Gas Company AND THE Stockton Gas ConsumERs’ Company 
(Lim1TED).—To unite the companies, and regulate the United Company, and autho- 
rise the raising of additional capital; powers to sell the undertaking to the 
corporation of Stockton; powers to the corporation to effect such purchase; 
powers to raise money, and for other purposes. 

SrratrorD-upon-Avon Gas.—Incorporation of company; power to maintain and 
improve existing works, and supply gas; to break up streets and to charge rents. 
SunpDERLAND Gas.—Additional capital, land, and works; change of name; consolida- 

tion, and amendment of acts. 

Torquay AnD St. Mary Cuvurcu Gas.—Incorporation of company, with powers to 
construct gas-works, and to supply gas, &c., within the parishes of Tormoham 
and St. Mary Church, or one of them; powers to purchase property from the 
Torquay Market Company, and other lands, for those purposes; and also to pur- 
chase, &c., existing gas pany’s ; d t of the act relating to the Torquay, 
Tor, and St. Mary Church Gas Company. 

Vicror1a Gas Company.—Jncorporation of company, with powers to construct gas- 
works and to supply gas, &c., within the parishes of West Ham, Plaistow, Hudson 
Town, East Ham, and Southend, in the county of Essex, and so much of Wool- 
wich, in the county of Kent, as lies on the north side of the Thames; powers to 
purchase, &c., lands for these purposes, and to purchase and maintain, &c., exist- 
ing works; amendment of the ‘‘ West Ham Gas Company’s Act, 1856.” 

WILLENHALL (WoLveRHAMPTON) Gas Company.—Incorporation of existing com- 
pany; supply of gas to Willenhall and Wednesfield, in Wolverhampton parish, in 
Staffordshire; alteration of present limits of supply; power to break up streets and 
highways ; increase of capital; borrowing powers; annulling deed of settlement; 
provision for lease and sale of undertaking, and contingent dissolution of company, 








Legal Entelitgence. 


COURT OF EXCHEQUER. 
TueEspay, JAN. 13. 
(Before the Lorp Cuter Baron and Baron Watson.) 
HILLS 0, THE LONDON GAS COMPANY. 

This was an action tried before the Chief Baron at the sittings after last 
term in Middlesex, in which the plaintiff was nonsuited, leave being given 
to him to move to set aside the nonsuit; accordingly, 

Mr. KNow Les now moved forarule to that effect, and stated that the 
action was brought to recover damages for the infringement of a patent for 
purifying gas from sulphuretted hydrogen and other impurities. Formerly 
this was done by passing the gas through purifiers which contained lime, to 
the use of which substance, however, there were great objections; and the 
object of Mr, Hills’ patent, which was obtained in 1849, was to substitute 
another method. 

The Courr intimated that the full discussion had better be reserved till 
cause was shown, and a rule nisi was at once granted, 


CAMBRIDGE BOROUGH SESSIONS. 
Monpay, Jan. 5. 
(Before Dr. LEAPINGWELL, Deputy Recorder.) 

THE CAMBRIDGE GAS COMPANY, APPELLANTS, 0. THE GUARDIANS OF THE 

POOR OF THE CAMBRIDGE UNION, RESPONDENTS; AND 
THE CAMBRIDGE GAS COMPANY, APPELLANTS, ¥. THE CHURCHWARDENS AND 

OVERSEERS OF THE POOR OF THE. PARISH OF ST. ANDREW THE 

LESS, IN THE BOROUGH OF CAMBRIDGE, RESPONDENTS, 

These two appeals (by consent tried as one) were asserted by the Cam- 
bridge Gas Company—the first against a certain valuation of the rateable 
property of the company in the parish of St. Andrew the Less, made under 
the provisions of the ‘‘ Cambridge Award Act, 1856,”’ and the second against 
the assessmént made thereon for the relief of the poor of the said parish, &c., 
on the 17th of November last, after the rate of 14d. in the £1. 

The borough of Cambridge is divided into fourteen parishes. The Gas 
Company’s works are wholly situated in the above-named parish of St. An- 
drew the Less, and in the remaining thirteen parishes the company have only 
laid their pipes. The gross value of their works was estimated at £1015, and 
the value put upon their pipes in the various parishes was £942—the net 
annual rateable value being taken as £1658, The company entered fourteen 
distinct appeals against the valuation, and fourteen against the assessment. 

Mr. Serjeant Bytes, Mr. Coucu, and Mr. Mruxts appeared for the com- 
pany; Dr. Tozer and Mr. Hawxuns for the guardians, and Mr, Nayior 
for the parish officers of St. Andrew the Less. 

Dr. Tozer said he and Mr. Hawkins appeared for the Cambridge board of 
guardians. The Recorder had before him a copy of the valuation, and also 
of the notice of appeal, which latter, he asserted, did not raise the question 
of the valuation at all. By the 37th section of the Cambridge Award Act, 
the guardians had been empowered to obtain a valuation of all the rateable 
property in the union, or any part of it: they had had a valuation of a// the 
property prepared; and, for what reason he could not pretend to say, the 
Gas Company, instead of appealing against the entire valuation, had entered 
fourteen ~ 4 against fourteen several parts of it. This being one entire 
valuation, those appeals must be dismissed. On the part of the board of 
guardians, they were prepared to accept one notice of appeal against the 
valuation, on these fourteen appeals being dismissed, of course with costs, 

Mr. Hawks followed, reiterating the arguments of Dr. Tozer, urgin 
that the rating should be taken as a whole, and not in detached parts; an 
cited the case, “‘ The King v. the Inhabitants of Wrexham,” sessions’ case, 
King’s Bench, showing that a rate was an entire thing, and could not be 
quashed in part or contirmed in part. 

Mr. Serjeant ByLeEs contended that the Gas Company had adopted the only 
course which was open to them, and that the respondents were themselves to 
blame for the expenses which these appeals involved. Before any step was 
taken, an offer was made to them to try the case of any two parishes, and let 
the others abide the issue. This offer, however, was refused; and it was 
hardly, therefore, right for his learned friend to complain of the course that 
had been adopted. Mr. Hawkins had referred to the case of “‘ The King #. 
the Inhabitants of Wrexham,”’ but he would remind him that that was a 
decision before Lord Ellenborough’s Act of 1801, by which a rate could be 
amended. The great question now was to determine the correctness of the 
valuation: when that was done, he would concede all the rest. He had offered 
this before, and was now quite willing that the cases should be consolidated. 

Mr. Coucu followed, and urged that the valuation was distinct for 
parish, and that the 38th clause of the Award Act contemplated the probability 
of appeals being made by ratepayers against paaticular portions of assessments 
made by the guardians. It was not necessary that the guardians should cause 
a valuation of the whole of the rateable property in the union to be made; 
they might assess any one parish, or part of a parish; and, looking to the 
terms of the statute, he submitted that the proper mode of appealing was that 
adopted by the company. 

Dr. Tozer admitted that the act of Parliament empowered the board of 
guardians to have a valuation of the entire union, or of a particular parish, 








or part of a parish, if they thought proper, and found it necessary. His point, 
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however, was, that in the present case they had made one valuation of the 
whole ; and the appeal, if there was one, must be against that, and not against 
any one part of it separately. 

After some further discussion, 

The RecorpER suggested that it would be better, without going into 
technicalities, or straining a point of law, now that the parties were present 
at a great expense, to have the real question before the court settled. 

Counsel on both sides agreeing, the appeal against the valuation in St, 
Andrew the Less was taken first. 

Mr. Serjeant Byxxs said this was a case in which a portion of the property 
rated was not liable. The assessment was made on the “‘ Gas Company’s 
house, land, gas-works, and mains.” He admitted that the former were 
rateable, but would contend that the mains were not. The onus probandi, 
therefore, was upon the respondents, 2 

The RecorDER thought that the respondents were bound to begin. 

Dr. Tozer said that that being so, he would simply call the attention of 
the court to the principle upon which such assessments should be made. 
The rateable value of any property was the sum which it was worth toa 
yearly tenant. That was the test, and the only test. No doubt it was very 
difficult to arrive at what that sum was in the case of gas companies ; 
probably the Gas Company themselves were the only persons who were in 
possession of the knowledge necessary to enable them to ascertain the fact 
with precision. It was enough, however, if they could arrive at something 
like a fair and accurate valuation. It was purely and simply a question of 
fact; and he did not see how the judgement of the court could be assisted 
by any lengthened observations of counsel. 

Mr. Serjeant Byes said he was B gone: willing to agree upon all the 
facts which could not be disputed. He would admit that the gross estimated 
rental was £1957 for all the property of the company, including the mains, 
and that the estimated rateable value was £1665. 

Dr. Tozer said he had £1950 and £1658 ; therefore they did not differ on 
any material point. He would not now raise the question as to the distribu- 
tion of these amounts among the fourteen parishes—the only question was, 
“* Is the gross estimated amount the correct one?”’ In 1834, the Gas Com- 
pany leased their works for £2400 per annum to Mr. Grafton, which was 7 or 

per cent, upon their capital; since that time gas has been extended to the 
University and to the railway; it was therefore reasonable to conclude that 
a higher ‘wd centage was now returned, and that the rateable value had 
eonsiderably increased. 

Mr. H. S. Forster called, and examined by Mr. Hawkins. 

_ From the year 1847 to 1854 I was one of the commissioners of paving and 
lighting the town of Cambridge; and from 1848 to 1854 I was one of the 
auditors for the purpose of inspecting the accounts of the Gas Company. 

Did you ~— the accounts of the Gas Company during the years you 
acted ?—Yes; from the year 1847 to 1854. 

What was the capital stock of the company >—— 

Mr. Serjeant Bytes objected to the question, which ought to be proved, 
not by the witness, but by calling for the books. He said the share capital 
was regulated by act of petenen, ond besides that, he was not aware that 
the company had anything more than their mains and works, and between 
£3000 and £4000 a in the business. hi 4 had 600 shares of £50 
each, and 162 of £12. 10s. each, making the total share capital £32,000. 
fine —— of their last dividend was 74 per cent.; that was paid in 
uly, . 

Wicsinction of Mr, Forster continued : I believe that the supply of gas 
in the town of Cambridge has increased, The shares of the company are 
£50 shares, and I have heard of some of them being sold at between £70 and 
£80. Iwas not an auditor at the time the return you have. quoted was 
made to the House of Commons, and I do not know anything about it. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Bytes: I am by trade a brewer, and my 
brewery is in the parish of St. Clement. Iam not practically acquainted 
with the manufacture of gas. 

Now tell me, are you rated higher in your parish when trade is brisk ? 
Supposing you have a good year, and make £10,000 more than usual, and 
that fact comes to the knowledge of the parish officers, do they assess you 
at a higher rate ?—No; I believe not. The rating in the parish is the sub- 
ject of valuation. 

Allow me to ask—have you vats in which you keep your beer ?—Yes, 

Are they rated >—— 

Mr. Hawx1ns: I object to the question. If they are rated it will appear 
in the books. 

Mr. Serjeant Bytes: Are the horses rated that stand in your stable >—I 
think not. 

Mr. Serjeant Bytes: SodoI. And since the objection was taken by my 
learned friend to the question being put to you about your vats, I have looked 


once. I saw two workmen there then. I staid altogether about ten mi- 
nutes. I never went again. 

I want to know whether you can tell me, upon the calculation you made 
at the time, what was the number of yards of mains? Can you tell me whe- 
ther you then knew how many mains there were by several thousand yards? 
—I cannot even tell you now. 

Mr. Mann examined by Mr. Hawkins. 

I was one of the valuers who assessed the property in the various parishes 
for the purposes of the union, and amongst others I valued the Gas Com- 
pany’s property. I cannot say whether the consumption of gas has much 
increased in the town of late years. In estimating the value of the appel- 
lants’ property, the principle I went upon was this :—What is the fair value 
of the works to a tenant irom year to year? Having obtained all the in- 
formation in our power, we came to the conclusion that the entire property, 
if sold, would realise £39,000, which, let to pay 5 per cent., would yield 
£1950, and that the net annual rateable value would be £1658. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Bytes: I do not know anything about 
the profitable trade the company are carrying on. I did not know at the 
time I made the valuation that they were dividing 7 per cent., but I was 
told so shortly afterwards. Of course that did not make my conclusion 
wrong. I put the buildings down at £10,000 with the site. I went to look 
at them previously. I was in the buildings about half an hour, and some 
two or three hours in and about the brick yards and other premises. I do 
not reckon the brick yards in this £10,000. Mr. Harwood was with me at 
the time I made the inspection. [The witness then gave some particulars 
as to the extent of the land at the company’s works.] The vulue of the 
land, without the buildings, is about £750; it is all brick earth. I cannot 
say how long the buildings have been erected—some poe 30 years, and 
some more recently. I would undertake to make all those buildings new 
for £9300. There are three gasholders; I have included these in my valua- 
tion, also the retorts and purifiers; in fact, everything but what I could 
take up and carry away—that is, everything moveable. We made nodeduc- 
tion for insurance, nor for a reservation fund, All we allowed was 15 per 
cent. upon the whole. Mr. Harwood says there are 17} miles of pipe, and I 
ride upon his shoulders. 

By Mr. Hawxuss; I had not the materials before me to go into very mi- 
nute particulars, and was therefore obliged to form a judgment on the best 
haa looking at the property, and having reference to the supply of gas to 
the town. 

Mr. Grafton was called upon to produce his lease from the Gas Company, 
but it was in London. He said: I know that the gas has recently been ex- 
tended to the colleges, in the halls and staircases. . 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Bytes: A large expenditure upon the 
premises has recently been n ; as much as £1100 last year. About 
£3000 must be expended upon the works next year. 

This was the respondents’ case. 

Mr. Serjeant ByLxes then addressed the court. He said, there was a very 
excellent-rule of daily life which the respondents would have done right to 
bear in mind—“ When things are pretty well, leave them alone.” The evi- 
dence he was about to lay before the court, would show that for many years 
the Gas Company had been much over-rated, though, peradventure, had no 
further encroachment been made, they would have been content. But when 
suddenly the assessment was raised to double the former amount, it became 
the duty of Mr. Adcock, as representing the proprietors, to enter an appeal ; 
and, being driven to such a course, it was as well not to do the thing by 

halves. The company would not now be content with the original valuation 
of £800; and, unless he entirely misapprehended their case, he would be able 
to satisfy the court, apart from any question of law that might arise, that at 
£800 the valuation was more than 40 per cent. too high. ‘The first proposi- 
_ = he intended to submit was, that the profits of trade were not to 
rated. 

The REecorpEr: Certainly not. When I say that, I mean that it is a 
broad rule laid down in all cases. 

Mr. Serjeant Byxzs said it might so happen in some cases, that in order 
to estimate the rental, it would be necessary to look at the question of profits ; 
but, before assessing the net value of the property, care must be taken to 
exclude this vicious element. The principle was not laid down when the 
eosin eh gas case was decided, that profits on trade must be excluded in 
parochial valuations. Every session of Parliament there was an act passed 
by which it was provided that it should not be lawful to tax any inhabitant 
of a parish, township, or village, in respect of his ability derived from the 
profits of stock in trade, or any other property, for or towards the relief of 
the poor. Since the above case was decided, another act had also been passed 
for ‘‘ regulating parochial assessments,” by which it was declared that ‘‘ the 
rateable value of property is the rent at which it may be expected to let from 
year to year, free of all usual tenant’s rates and taxes, and tithe commutation 





at the rate-book, and find you are rated for ‘* Brewery, warehouses, counting- 
house, and stables.” You are not rated according to the greater or smaller 
amount of money you have in your trade ?—No. 
_ By Dr. Tozer: if you extend your business by extending your premises, 
is your rate increased then ?—Yes. 

Mr. Harwood examined by Dr. Tozzr. 
Tam a valuer, living in the town of Cambridge, where I have resided all 
my life. Iwas employed, in conjunction with Mr. Mann, by the board of 
guardians to make a valuation of the entire rateable property in the union. 
Among other property, I estimated the value of the Gas Congeng'e buildings 
and pipes. In my judgment the value of that property, let to a tenant from 
year to year, supposing him to take the company’s business, and find his own 
capital, is £1658. That is the net value; the gross value would be £1970. 
The cottage which has been spoken of was not added in this assessment. I 
applied to Mr. Adcock for a sight of the map, for the purpose of ascertaining 
the position of the pipes, but I did not get from him what I asked. I cer- 
tainly saw the map, but I had not a complete inspection. I applied to no 
other officers. The pipes have increased considerably since I made the map 
in 1837. I believe the gas has since been extended to the colleges, in the 
courts and staircases. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Bytes: These premises are situated in 
St. Andrew the Less. That is part of Barnwell, which also comprises three 
other parishes. I know the value of land in#Barnwell, and I should say 
that within the last seven or eight years it has certainly not increased, ex- 
eept for special purposes.. Ido not like to say that it has diminished, be- 
eause I am not aware that it has sold for less money, but for building pur- 
poses, no doubt, it is not so valuable. 1 applied to see the map, and did see 
it, but that is all I can say, and before I leit it had got gloomy, and I could 
not see it as much as I wanted. 
Did you tell Mr, Adcock upon that occasion that Mr. Vetch, the clerk of 
the guardians, had told you to double the assessment >—No. 
Will you swear it ?—I will swear that I do not remember that I did. 


rent charge, and deducting therefrom the probable average annual cost of the 
repairs, insurance, and other expenses, if any, necessray to maintain them 
in a state tocommand such arent.’’ ‘The second proposition which he would 
make was, that by the act 6 and 7 Vict., personalty could not be rated at all. 
His learned friend commenced his case with a great flourish about the com- 
pany paying 7 per cent. dividend ; but supposing, instead of 7 per cent. they 
were dividing 100 per cent., what possible difference could that make in the 
rating? The moment they took this fact into consideration asan element in 
their valuation, they infringed the statute, which declared that personalty 
must be held to be exempt from the liability. The company must be regarded 
in the same light as other manufacturers would be, and be rated according to 
the net value of their hereditaments, and not as to the value of their trade. 
The profits of trade would necessarily vary, and the appellants were liable to 
competition, which might seriously affect their business. The next point to 
which he would direct attention was, that Messrs. Harwood and Mann, in 
making their valuation, had included many things which, properly speaking, 
could not be taken into account, such as the retorts, purifiers, condensers, &c. 
The sum set down for these amounted to several thousands of pounds, and 
were no more liable to be rated than the vats or other utensils used by a 
brewer or distiller. All these were trade fixtures—the only difference 
between the brewer’s vat and the Gas Company’s retorts being, that the first 
stood with its opening upwards, the other with the opening downward. 
Passing from this, he came to the consideration of the point of law, on 
which, if an adverse decision were given to-day, he would ask leave to obtain 
the opinion of the Court of Queen’s Bench. That question was, whether 
the pipes of the company were assessable to the poors’-rate. He contended 
that they were not, inasmuch as they were a mere easement; and that, if 
the company were liable in this respect at all, it must be not on account of the 
pipes themselves, but the land in the several parishes through which they 
were laid. The Court of Queen’s Bench had already decided that, in refer- 
ence to the land-tax, the pipes of a water company were not rateable. (20th 
Law Journal, p. 250, Q]B.) Then came the question, What was the value 
of the land occupied by the appellants’ pipes? Let it be observed that 





Mr. Serjeant Byes: I will oo in the old rate. (To the witness): Had 
you been to the gas-works when you saw Mr. Adcock ?>—Yes; I was there 




















they, did not occupy the surface of the ground; that they interfered with 
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no growing crops; that they passed along a narrow strip of land under the 
streets. He would call evidence to show what was the full value of the 
underground fee simple, and what was a fair annual rent to pay for the 
same. Mr. Harwood had said there were 17} miles of piping, but really 
there were only 14. The onl vag in which the company possessed any 
rateable property was that of St. Andrew the Less; in other parishes the 

had only an easement in the pipes. The sum which he (Mr, Serjeant Byles 

had put down as the value of the occupation was £2000 per acre, and the 
rental between £70 and £80. The value of the buildings and land at the 
works he took to be £4297. 18s.; and, estimating the gross annual value at 
7} per cent., he made the rental £322. 10s. But Mr. Grafton had told them 
that a large sum of money had been spent in reparations — the past year, 
and that during the coming year a much larger sum must be laid out in the 
same way. Then, too, ~~ g that a tenant could be found willing to give 
a yearly rental of £322. » they would be entitled from that sum to make 
certain déductions for rates, taxes, insurance, &c. He had estimated these 
various deductions at only £45, which reduced the value of the plant, 








&c., to £277. 10s. Adding to this the value of the occupation of the land 
for their pipes, at 2d. per yard, or £215. 8s. upon the whole, the company 





'| would be assessable, not for £1650, or even £800, but for £492. 10s. The 
|| learned 





then pr ded at length to show that, even adopting the 
* vicious principle” advocated by the other side—that of applying the rule 


|| of profits of trade—it brought out within a few pounds the same result, 


when such moderate allowances for tenant’s profit, interest of money, &c., 
as the courts had recognised in other similar cases, had been deducted. 
| He concluded by stating that it was the duty of the court to deal with the 


—— case exactly as it would with a private concern, and that it would not 


| Forster, the brewer, were the owner of 


higher than it would do if Mr. 


justified in rating this company an 
In the latter case, it was 


e works. 


| clear that Mr. Forster would be rated, not for anything resulting from the 


rofits of his trade, but from the net value of his property to a yearly tenant. 
Much had been said by the learned gentlemen on the other side against these 
appeals; but the fact was, the company must either have done as they had 
done, or have paid the rates. As to the mode in which the matter was 
brought before the court, the law of the land, and not the appellants, was to 


| be blamed. They had shown the greatest anxiety to have the real ques- 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 





| tion at issue between themselves and the respondents determined, as they 


felt certain that the result would be to reduce the valuation to that 
| which was the proper sum. If in doing that the learned Recorder should, 
as the other side had suggested, adopt the wrong principle, he (Mr. Serjeant 
Byles) was — willing to take the opinion of the Court of Queen’s Bench 
| thereon. He believed that his clients had been previously much overrated. 
| They were content before ; but, having to protest against the new valuation, 
| they were not now willing to be assessed beyond the net annual rateable 
| value of their premises. 
| The Stening evidence was then given :— 
Mr. 7. Hawksley, C. E., Great George Street, Westminster, said he had 
| inspected the company’s land and works. The former he valued at £497. 18s., 
' and the latter, exclusive of the gasholders and trade fixtures, at £3800. The 
| value of the whole together, including land, buildings, gasholders, tanks, &c., 
| he estimated at £10,981. That would let to a yearly tenant at £322. 10s. yey 
| ing 7} per cent. upon the capital invested. He had valued breweries. The 
| vats, coppers, and coolers were not included in the valuation, they being 
trade fixtures. In order to obtain the above rent, the Jandlord would have 
| to do some repairs, but the heaviest portion of them would fall upon the 
| tenant, who must, therefore, look to realising a large profit. The repair of 
| the retorts, &c., would fall on him, because they would be destroyed by the 
| course of his business. The landlord would havetoinsure. 1 percent. should 
| be deducted for the landlord’s repairs, and 7s. per cent. for insurance, or, as 
| assurance companies will not take this class of property, should be set aside 
| for the contingency of damage by fire. Deducting the insurance and land- 
| lord’s repairs, the structural value of the works would be £277. 10s. The 
| quantity of mains and pipes throughout the town was 25,850 yards, and the 
| value of the land on which they were laid was £2016. 13s., at 8s. 4d. per 
| square yard, At 4 per cent., that would produce an annual rent of £80 per 
acre. ‘The rateable value, therefore, at 2d. a yard, would be £215. 8s.; and 
the total assessable value of the company’s property £492, 18s. 

Cross-examined by Dr. Tozer: From the gross value of £10,981, I have 
excluded the value of the retorts, condensers, and exhausters, which 
together make the difference between that sum and the £4297. 18s., or net 
value of the land and works. In valuing the land occupied by the mains 
and pipes, I have not included the pipes which convey the gas from the 
mains to the customers’ houses, because they were always considered as 
given to the customers. 

Re-examined by Mr. Serjeant Bytes: In my judgment, all the articles 
which I have excluded stand upon the same footing as brewers’ vats, and 
other trade utensils which are never included in a valuation of the kind; and, 
in the event of a bankruptcy, they would be taken by the assignees. 

Mr. Serjeant Byes put in the purchase-deeds of certain portions of land 
adjoining the works, which the company recently purchased, for the purpose 
of showing the value of land. 

Mr. Peck said he was a builder, and had examined the company’s works ; 
and he estimated that he could build similar ones for £3800, including the 
retort-houses, boundary wall, coal-sheds, purifying-houses, &c. 

Mr. R. Laing, gas engineer, and manager of the Independent Gas Com- 
pany, London, said he had had great —— in the valuing of such works, 
and his judgment went entirely with Mr. Hawksley as to the rent which a 
tenant ought to pay for the Cambridge Gas- Works. He believed that similar 
ones could be built for £3800. 

Mr. Serjeant Bytes put in the contract between the company and the 
commissioners. 

Mr. Grafton being recalled and examined, said the length of the company’s 
pipes was about 14 miles 200 yards, exclusive of the colleges, the railway, 
and the service-pipes. 

Mr. Adcock said he was solicitor to the Gas Company. One or two days 
before the assessment was sent in, Mr. Harwood called upon him, and in the 
course of conversation stated that the clerk to the guardians had told him 
to double the Gas Company’s assessment, and that the Water Company would 
be treated in the same way. 

Cross-examined : I believe my son was present, but I do not recollect. 

Mr. Mann examined by Mr. Hawktns: I was present at the interview just 
referred to; but do not recollect Mr. Harwood making use of any such remark. 

— Serjeant Bytes: I cannot swear that such a conversation did not take 
place. 

Mr. Covcn then proceeded to sum up for the appellants. He said, he did 
not suppose that an instance could be found anywhere in which, without any 
reason assigned for the act, the assessment of premises had, all at once, been 
so enormously increased as in the present case. It must be evident, he 
thought, that even in rating at the lower sum, the respondents had gone be- 
yond what they ought to have done ; that, in fact, they had included some of 
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the profits of the company in the old assessment. It would have been well if 
they had been content with that valuation, instead of grasping at more; but 
having done so, it became those who were the guardians of the property of the 
company to see that the proper principle in the valuation was adopted. Now, 
the act of Elizabeth, by the introduction of the word “inhabitants,” as well 
as by the words “ occupiers of land,’”’ introduced a most dangerous and im- 
proper state of things, use it sanctioned the rating of persons in respect 
of all their visible property in the parish; and in one case it was even car- 
ried so far as to include the puting of the owner of a ship for whatever that 
ship might earn. So great was the confusion and so manifest the injustice 
produced by this statute, that the Legislature at length interfered, and passed 
the act which had been frequently referred to in the course of this discussion. 
By that act it was declared that “no rate for the relief of the poor in England 
and Wales shall be allowed by any justices, or be of any force, which shall not 
be made upon an estimate of the net annual value of the several heredita- 
ments rated thereunto.” Clearly, therefore, personal property and stock in 
trade were exempted ; and though there might frequently be great difficulty 
in arriving at the ‘average annual rent which a responsible tenant would 
be willing to give for the premises,” such a difficulty did not arise in 
the present case. But the respondents had evidently adopted the vicious 
principle of being governed in their valuation by the company’s profits; and 
they had, by the testimony of their own witnesses, included many things which 
he (Mr. Couch) submitted were not assessable, being only tenant’s fixtures, 
The learned gentleman commented at great length upon the evidence of Mr. 
Harwood and Mr. Mann, and compared their valuation with that of Mr. 
Hawksley and Mr. Laing. Passing from this, he pointed out the impolicy 
of rating profits, which were always uncertain in amount, and subject to 
large and fluctuating deductions for repairs, &c. Referring to the assessment 
of the company’s pipes and mains, he contended that they were personal pro- 
perty, and therefore not liable ; and that at the most all that the appellants 
could be called upon to pay upon was the land occupied by them. He thought 
that if in this view the court coincided, it would be felt that the sum which 
the appellants’ witnesses had allowed was a full and ample one, and was, in 
truth, more than a yearly tenant would be willing to give for the purpose. 
The court was not now troubled with the question as to how that sum was to 
be divided rages | the parishes; and he therefore submitted, upon the evi- 
dence which had been adduced, that, assuming the question raised by Mr. 
Serjeant Byles—the question of law upon which he did not propose to offer 
any observations, whether or not mains and pipes were rateable—that, adopt- 
ing what he believed to be the right mode of getting at the rental, the sum 
at which the company ought to be assessed was £492. 18s. 

Mr. Hawkrns replied on the whole case. He submitted that the principle 
upon which the company should be assessed had been long ago settled, and 
that without grave reason the court would not take upon itself to disturb it. 
The appellants’ witnesses had stated that the cost of erecting similar build- 
ings to those ssed by the Gas Company would be so much; but that was 
not the only element to be taken into consideration—the works must be looked 
upon with reference to meek gg npn! for carrying on a large and beneficial 
trade to the parties interested. The respondents sought, not to rate the pro- 
fits of trade, but merely that portion of the appellants’ property which they 
used for the purpose of realising those profits. As to assessment of the 
pipes, it was evident that, as the pipes were necessary for carrying on the busi- 
ness of a gas company, and those pipes occupied a certain portion of land, the 
company must pay for them. There was clearly a beneficial use of the land 
occupied by the pipes, and therefore it must not be treated as so much mere 
ground, but as land improved by the mode in which it was occupied. In the 
case of the Brighton Gas Company, it was held that the company were occu- 
piers of the land in which their pipes wefe fixed, and that they were rightly 
rated for such, according to the value of the land as improved by such occupa- 
tion. It was also laid down as a general principle, that if the annual value of 
land was increased by any erection upon it or addition to it, the occupier was 
liable to be rated for the improved value ; and in a case in which the proprie- 
tors of gas-works appealed against a valuation for poor-rate, on the ground 
that other manufactories in the parish were valued simply upon the rental of 
the building, exclusive of the steam-engines and machinery, the court held 
that the latter valuation was clearly wrong. .After reviewing the whole of 
the evidence on both sides, the learned counsel concluded by stating, that, as 
in 1838 the company’s works were estimated to be worth £2400 to a tenant, 
and the business of the company had been much increased since, it was im- 
possible to believe but what a tenant would now be willing to give the amount 
at which the whole of the premises had been assessed. 

Mr. Naywor said the parish officers of St. Andrew the Less, finding that 
they were not, as was supposed, bound by the valuation of Messrs. Harwood 
and Mann, had instructed him to state that they were willing to reduce the 
assessment to £525, which was only £9 additional to the former rate. 

The Recorper : If this case were to rest entirely with me, I should feel 
in a most unpleasant position; but the more weighty burden of a final de- 
cision will, I am gratified to think, devolve upon other shoulders. Of course 
my decision cannot be final, and the case must go to the Queen’s Bench. Jn 
the first place, then, I remark, that nothing can be clearer than the fact, 
that it 1s impossible to rate either personal property or the profits of trade. 
There can be no doubt whatever on that point, and it seems to me that here 
I have the best guide I can have in reference to the case now before me. A 
long argument has been entered into by Mr. Hawkins in his reply, with 
which I do not altogether agree. He has spoken of houses being of different 
rateable values according to their situations, and no one can doubt that in 
one situation a house will fetch more rent, and consequently be of a higher 
rateable value, than the same house would be in any other. But will Mr. 
Hawkins contend that where three houses are situated. together, each paying 
a rent of £100 a year, and occupied by tenants, each in the same way of 
business, the first of whom is making a fortune in ten years, the second get- 
ting a bare living, and the third on the point of bankruptcy, that the first of 
these houses should be rated to the relief of the poor higher than the third, 
or even than the second? If that principle were adopted, there would be 
immediately an invasion of the rights of capital, and talent, and industry ; and 
that, it is — clear, is a wrong toda to go upon. Now, let us apply 
this principle to the case of the Gas Company, It has been very properly 
remarked by Mr. Serjeant Byles, that there is no real difference between the 
position of a gas company, and that of a person carrying on the business of 
a brewer or a distiller. For my part I can see none. here is the differ- 
ence between them? The Gas Company manufacture gas, the brewer beer, 
and the distiller spirits, The gas manufacturers send their commodity to their 
customers through pipes carried underground; the brewer and distiller send 
theirs in casks upon drays. Can it be said that because the Gas Company have 
placed their pipes under ground, that those pipes are to be taken more into con- 
sideration in the rating than the beer-casks upon a dray? Jn my humble 
Judgment those pipes are a part of the personalty of the company, and, by 
being placed under ground, they do not become realties ; they are in no sense 
to be regarded as hereditaments, for the company have clearly a right to take 
them up again. That is the only view I can take of the matter. There- 
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fore the question is not, ‘‘ What does the Gas yey oe | make—what is the 
amount of their dividend?” we must simply fall back upon the considera- 
tion, ‘*‘ What will a tenant be willing to give for their premises if he were 
about to rent them?” Now, it strikes me as most extraordinary that there 
should be such a difference between the one party and the other—the - 
pellants and the respondents—on this point. The appellants state that the 
average yearly rental of the Gas Company’s premises ought to be £492. 18s. ; 
the respondents say that it should be £1658. But what tenant would give 
£1658 for the rent, when, during the last year, the company were bound to 
lay out, £500, and actually did lay out £1100, and mx 7 the coming year 
must expend between £2000 and £3000 in repairs ? ould he be willing 
to give so large a rent, and be liable to such ape | risks? Then, on the 
other hand, it may be said, ‘“* How is it that you value your premises at so 
small an amount as £492?” LTapprehend that the answer to that would be, 
‘* Because the tenant was liable to an outlay of £1100 last year, and will 
have to expend double that amount in the coming year.”’ This, as it appears 
to me, is the reason why this rent, which on the one hand is calculated so 
high, is on the other put at sosmall asum. Now, if the larger rent is to 
be taken as the correct one, what is to become of the tenant? It is utterly 
impossible to suppose—and no surveyor, and no man of business would 
say otherwise—that a tenant could be found willing to pay that rent, 
and be liable also to these large outlays. That being so, although it 
may appear presumptuous on my part to run counter to the cases which 
have been adjudicated, Iam bound to decide for the appellants. There is 
an old saying, that ** A blot is not a blot till it is hit; ’’ and I must say that 
the arguments of Mr. Serjeant Byles have been so forcible to my mind that 
I cannot resist them; they are entirely on all fours with the general prin- 
ciple of rating, and they fall in entirely with the words of this act of Par- 
liament, which says, that in rating you must rate hereditaments, and not 
personal property, or profits in trade. I conceive that the pipes lying 
along the streets are not to come in as hereditaments ; that they are the per- 
sonal property of the company, and as such cannot be rated. They are the 
means by which the company send their manufactured article to their cus- 
tomers’ premises, and in this respect I cannot see why there should be any 
difference between them and the casks and drays of the brewer or the dis- 
tiller, After carefully considering the arguments, I feel it impossible to 
resist this conclusion ; and, as I apprehend the case must come before the 
Queen’s Bench, I feel called 4 to amend the rate in the manner contended 
for by the appellants; and, if I am wrong, ample justice will hereafter be 
done to all parties. AsI said before, though it may appear presumptuous 
to decide in the face of the judgment already given, J feel that the view I 
am taking is entirely consistent with the act of Parliament, which clearly 
Sorbids the rating of personality or profits in trade. I shall, therefore, amend 
the rate by reducing the assessment to £277. 10s. on the premises, and 
£216, 8s, (that is, 2d. a yard) on the land occupied by the pipes. 
Mr. Serjeant Byes applied for costs, and offered to take £200 in full 
satisfaction of the appellants’ claim in this respect, 

he RECoRDER, after some consideration, declined to give any costs. 
It was arranged that all the other appeals by the Gas Company should 
abide the event of this case, the amount to be apportioned amongst the dif- 
ferent parishes by the Recorder, aided by the town surveyor. 


THE CAMBRIDGE WATER COMPANY, APPELLANTS, ¥. THE GUARDIANS OF THE 

POOR OF THE CAMBRIDGE UNION, RESPONDENTS; AND 

THE CAMBRIDGE WATER COMPANY, APPELLANTS, 0. THE CHURCHWARDENS 
AND OVERSEERS OF THE POOR OF THE PARISH OF ST. ANDREW 

THE LESS, RESPONDENTS. 

The grounds of appeal in this case were precisely the same as in those of 

the Gas Company, and it was agreed between the counsel on both sides that 

the same course should be adopted in conducting this case as the former. 

It appears that the Water Company opened their works on Oct. 24, 1855, 

but that few services were laid on during that year. They have now, how- 

ever, upwards of 600 services, which are weekly increasing. The company’s 

receipts from the opening of the works to Oct. 6, 1856, was £390. 9s. 6d. ; 

the expenditure being £612. 9s.; leaving a deficit of £221. 19s. 6d. 

Mr. Serjeant Bytes: In this case I have the honour to appear for the 
Water Company; and the first appeal is from the assessment in the parish 
of St. Andrew the Less. The station and works of this company are at 
Cherry-Hinton, and their mill and stream at Fen Ditton—no portion of 
their reservoir being in any of the parishes of Cambridge. This, therefore, 
is a mere question of pipes, supposing that we are held to be rateable for 
these, 

Dr. Tozer: The same objection will be made here as in the last case— 
viz., that there should be but one appeal against the whole rate. 
Mr. Serjeant Bytes: This is a mere question of pipes, for there is not a 
stick or a stone belonging to the company in any of the Cambridge parishes. 
Now, in round numbers, the pipes are about 20 miles in extent; but many 
of them are placed in back land of little value, which we have estimated for 
the present purpose at 14d. per yard, making £11 per mile, or £220 for the 
ele; so that if we were (which we are not) in a position to let our works 
to-morrow, that is the sum at which we ought to be assessed. The original 
rate made upon this company was under £100; but instead of, as in the case 
of the Gas Company, being suddenly raised to three times the former rate, we 
are raised ten times, or to £1000 at one fell swoop. This, sir, is our case: and 
we shall ask you to apply the same principle that you did in the last, and to 
rate the land occupied by the pipes for just as much as a tenant from year 
to year would be willing to pay as rent for that portion of our property. 
The company are a new company, and have but just begun to sell water; 
their annual receipts are now £390, and their annual expenses about £612; 
so that for the present they are carrying on business at a loss. To rate 
them at all, therefore, is rating an undeveloped concern; and the question 
is, is there any rateable value at all? What would a tenant give for the works 
during the next year? Why, it is clear he would not take them at any price. 
It would have been just as reasonable to rate us when we turned the first 
sod at Cherry-Ilinton, or had got our pipes about half laid down. I admit 
that we ought to be assessed when the time comes that we could realise a 
rent for the property; but at present we could not get a tenant to take 
it. We do trust that in a short time we shall have a real rateable value; 
but my objection is, that at present the assessment is premature. The new 
rate made upon us is £1000, and I hope the time is not far distant when 
this will be too little ; but then I hope we shall not have to come here and 
argue it. I shall call witnesses before you to prove the length of the pipes, 
and also their value. If these are, as I believe they are, the facts of the 
case, and these are admitted, why the question is now ripe for your decision. 
Mr. Peed, the secretary of the company, was called to prove the facts 
stated by the learned serjeant. 
Dr. Tozer then said he was willing to leave the case in the hands of the 
Recorder. 
Judgment was therefore given for the appellants, with costs. 










































































The RecorDER said it was a severe blow to a new company to rate them || 
at so enormous an amount as £1000. The rate was, therefore, to be reduced I 
to 14s, throughout the town. || 

Mr. Naytor said the parish officers of St. Andrew the Less had sent an| 
order to the board of guardians not to defend this appeal. It was hardly fair | 
that they should have to pay the cost. , 

The RecorDeEr said it was very deplorale that the guardians should have | 
acted in such a headstrong manner. | 

Serjeant Byixs: It is agreed that the costs shall be £200; the parties can | 
therefore agree among themselves who are to pay them. | 








DERBYSHIRE QUARTER SESSIONS. 
TuursDAyY, Jan. 8, 1857. 


(Before J. Baneuy, Esq. (Chairman), and other Magistrates.) 


THE DERBY WATER-WORKS’ COMPANY, APPELLANTS, V. THE PARISH OF 
BREADSALL, RESPONDENTS. 


Mr. Barker and Mr. WuiraKeERr, instructed by Messrs. Simpson, ap- 

ared for the respondents, and Mr. BopEeN and Mr, Manson, instructed by 

r. F. J. Jessopp, for the appellants. 

The Derby Water- Works’ Company have their pumping establishment and 
reservoirs in the parish of Breadsall, distant about three miles from Derby, | 
and certain a and pipes also run through the parish. The company | 
were originally rated at £86, but early in the year 1855 their rating was | 
raised to £451. 8s. Against this rate they appealed, and the parish, finding | 
themselves unable to sustain the rate, on account of its inequality, declared | 
themselves ready, for that reason, to consent to its being quashed. Anew | 
valuation was then made, in which the Water-Works’ Company were rated | 
at £586. 3s., which is the assessment appealed against. 

Mr. BarKER, in opening the case, stated that there were five grounds of 
appeal against the rate, the first being that the description of the property 
was insufficient, vague, and uncertain. 

Mr. BopEen: Perhaps I had better state;;that the substantive ground of 
“— is, that we are overrated. 

r. BARKER, in continuation, read the other grounds, saying that the 
third—that of the company being overrated—would be the issue; and then | 
remarked that the rate had been made with the greatest possible care, so that | 
there should be no ground for disputing its fairness; that it had been made © 
by Mr. Shaw, surveyor, of Derby, and Mr. Haslehurst, surveyor, of Chester- 
field, both gentlemen of much experience ; that every explanation had been | 
given to the company; that the principle upon which they had gone was | 
correct ; and that the respondents had given a fair and proper valuation upon | 
such principle. The rateable value they put at £586. 3s. Mr. Barker, in | 
the course of his speech, cited the case of ** The Queen against the Church- | 
wardens and Overseers of Mile-End Old Town” as applicable to the present 
case, and as strengthening the respondents’ claim. 

Witnesses were then called. 

Mr. Charles Moody, contractor, Derby, spoke to the value of the works; | 
Mr. Wollaston, civil engineer, Breadsall, to the net ennual value of the | 
engines, boilers, and other connections; and Mr. H. IM. Bradford, clerk to | 
Mr. Shaw, surveyor, Derby to the length of the different pipes. 

Mr. BopEn here said, that if his clients could be rated upon a fair principle, 
they would be perfectly satisfied. He would try what could be done by his 
clients to come to an arrangement, if the other side were so disposed. 
Hitherto they had been rated at £86, and this continued until the parish got 
a vew valuer, and put them on £750. In truth, they were rated in Breadsall 
for property in Derby. He would submit to anything reasonable, and sug- 
gested that the surveyors on each side should retire for five or ten minutes, 
and see if they could come to an understanding. 

The CHAIRMAN expressed his approval of the suggestion, and Mr. BARKER 
concurring, the parties retired for consultation. Upon returning into court, 
Mr. BARKER said the surveyors could not agree; but his clients had no ob- 
jection to refer the matter to counsel. 

Mr. BopEN must say that it was not their fault they had not come to an 
arrangement. They were willing to submit to a rate of £350. | 

Mr. Barker: We say £556. Now that the amounts are mentioned, I! 
again say, we are are perfectly willing to refer it to an arbitrator. 

Mr. BopeEn, after consulting with his clients, said he was afraid the court 
must decide the matter, the respondents having refused to compromise. 

The case then proceeded. , 

Mr. Charles Bonnington, Breadsall, pointed out to Mr. Bradford where 
the mains were laid. 

Mr. John Higginbottom, surveyor, Longton, Staffordshire, produced a 
valuation which he had made, in conjunction with Mr. Haslehurst, of 
Chesterfield, of so much of the parish of Breadsall as was in the occupation of || 
the Water-Works’ Company. He estimated the gross value of the engines, 
boiler-houses, reservoirs, gathering-pipes, drains, manager’s house, store- || 
room, &c., at a gross value of £783, and a net rateable value of £650. 2s. 10d. 

In reply to Mr. BopEN, Mr. Higginbottom said he arrived at this con- || 
clusion by putting a certain per centage upon the capital expended. He 
assumed the engines to cost £40 each for horse power, and then put 7} per 
cent. upon the cost. 

Mr. George Haslehurst, surveyor, Chesterfield, thought that £652. 10s. 
was a fair annual rental, being an excess of £66. 7s. upon the valuation of | 
the last witness, | 

Mr. John Shaw, surveyor, Derby, made a valuation of the water-works | 
alone in 1854, and of the whole parish of Breadsall in 1856. He arrived at || 
the conclusion that the appellants’ property was of the gross value of £750, || 
the net rateable value being £586. as. | 

This was the case for the respondents ; and Mr. Bopsn, for the appellants, 
submitted that the principle upon which the valuers had gone was unfair 
and erroneous, and could not be supported either in law or equity. Persons | 
had a right to rate buildings for the purposes for which they were used, but | 
they could not rate the actual cost of machinery; for, if this was so, a man |) 
having a large cotton manufactory in a village might be rated at as much as _ 
the whole parish. They had no profits in Breadsall at all—they did not|| 
earn a shilling there, and therefore the question to determine was, What was | 
the value of the property for which they were rateable? The respondents 
had rated them upon their machinery, which they clearly had no right to do. || 
Mr. Boden then referred to the case quoted by his learned friend Mr. Barker, || 
putting a different interpretation upon it, and cited various authorities to 
show that the principle upon which the respondents had gone could not be | 
adopted. He rested his case upon that. \| 

Mr. CLarRkE: You contend that they have no right to rate what is con- || 
tained in the buildings > 





Mr. Bopren: Yes. At all events, I say they have no right to rate us upon | 
the capital expended in the machinery. 

The Cuarrman (to Mr. Barker): Don’t you think you had better take the 
£350 they offer you? 
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Mr. BARKER: No, 

The CuHarrMAN: Then we quash the rate, 

Mr. BopEN applied for costs, and it was agreed that the costs allowed by 
the court should be £200, subject to being reduced by the taxing officer at 
the adjourned sessions on the 18th of February. 





The following correspondence on this subject has since appeared in the 
local papers :— 

“70 THE EDITOR OF THE ‘DERBY REPORTER.’ 

“ Sir,—I shall be obliged by your insertion of the following notes of deci- 
sions by the Court of Queen’s Bench, as to the rating of engines and other 
machinery; and also as to the rating of the works and machinery of the 
plants of water-works, where the water is not consumed in the parishes 
where they are situate; by which your readers will observe that the Court 
of Queen’s Bench has arrived at the opposite conclusion to that of the Court 
of Quarter Sessions at Derby last week, as to the above appeal :— 


“1, The Southampton Dock Company were rated for their dock, and for 
the cranes, steam-engines, and other ponderous machinery attached to the 
freehold, and essential to the business of the i but which might be 
detached as easily as tenants’ or trade fixtures. The company appealed 
| against the rate upon the ground that the cranes, steam-engines, &c., though 
| attached to the freehold, were in fact personal property or stock in trade, for 
| which they were not rateable. Upon a case stated, the court held that the 
{company were rateable for the cranes, steam-engines, &c., fixed to the free- 
| hold, and that the point had been long settled.—Reg. v. Southampton Dock 
Company. 20 Law J. M. 145. 


‘* ¢2. So, where a man rented a building containing a carding machine, 
for the manufacturing of cotton, which was sometimes worked by water, some- 
times by the hand, and not fixed to the floor, but removable at pleasure—for 
all which he paid the annual rent of £36, the building by itself being only 
of the value of two guineas: being rated for this as upon a value of £36, he 
appealed ; but the court said that, although it was stated that this machine 
was not fixed to the floor, it must be fixed to some part of the building, other- 
wise it could not be worked by water; but, independentiy of that, as the 
party rented the house and machine at one rent, he was properly rated for 
them.—Rex v. Hogg. 1 7. R. 721. 


‘* © 3, Where parties were rated to the poor for certain premises used by 
them for manufacturing iron from ironstone, and for the machinery thereon, 
which, although fixed to the freehold, was in fact personal property—and 
personal property generally was not rated in the parish—the court held that 
they were properly rated for it; for all real property should be rated accord- 
ing to its actual value, as combined with the machinery attached to it, with- 
out considering whether that machinery be real or personal property—whe- 
ther it would go to the heir or executor—or whether, at the expiration of 
the lease, it would go to the landlord or lessee.—Rex v. Guest. 7 Ad. and 
El., and 2 Nev. and P. 663. 
**4, Where the corporation of Gloucester erected a machine, consisting 
of a steel-yard, &c., and received after the rate of 2d. per ton upon the goods 
weighed; the house in which it was erected was of the annual value of £5 
only, and the corporation being rated for the machine-house, upon a value of 
£24, appealed—the court held that, taking it for granted that the machine 
was fixed to the freehold, the house was J pyr rated at its improved value, 
arising from the machine being erected in it.—Rex v. St. Nicholas, Glou- 
cester, Cald. 262. 

“¢5, Where the proprietors of gas-works appealed against a valuation for 
a poors’-rate, on the ground that other manufactories in the parish were 
valued merely upon the rental of the buildings, exclusive of the steam- 
engines and machinery—the court held the valuation as {to these manufac- 
tories to be clearly wrong; they ought to have been valued with their 
steam-engines and machinery.—Rex v. Birmingham and Staffordshire Gas 
Company. 6 Ad. and El. 634. 


‘*¢6, Where commissioners under a local act constructed a reservoir in 
the township of Kentmere, by ereetinga mound across a stream which sup- 
plied certain mills with water, for the purpose of affording a more regular 
supply to the mills, and of cleansing the stream and promoting the health of 
the persons residing on its banks—and for this they were empowered to levy 
rates on the millowners—the court held that the commissioners were rate- 
able for the reservoir in Kentmere, although none of the mills supplied with 
the water were situate in that township, but were in other townships lower 
down upon the stream.—Reg. v. Kentmere. 21 Law J.13 M. 


“¢7, Land used for water-works lying in several parishes is vested in the 
corporation of Liverpool, for the purpose of supplying water to the inhabi- 
tants particularly, and to the town generally. The corporation, as such, 
takes no benefit by it otherwise than as trustee for the beneficial interest of 
others. Held, that the corporation was not exempted from rating, because it 
only occupied as a trustee. 


“¢ Land taken for water-works, and indirectly conducing to the profitable 
supply of water, is rateable, irrespective of the profit derived from that 
supply. 

““* When, therefore, under acts for supplying Liverpool with water, land 
was purchased in the parish of West Derby, which is not in Liverpool, and a 
well was sunk, and pumping apparatus erected on that land, and the water 
conveyed from thence by pipes to Liverpool, where it was afterwards distri- 
buted by service-pipes; but the corporation, as successors to certain commis- 
sioners, were bound by statute to keep down the water-rates to be levied on 
the consumers to the amount necessary for defraying the expense of managing 
the works and supplying the water, and not to make any profit on the sup- 
ply. Held, that they were rateable to the relief of the poor in West Derby, 
and the following rate was confirmed :— 

















: er Gross Esti- Rateable 
Occupiers. | Owners. Description. | Resse pm Value. 
Land, 

an Cooling Ponds, 
ermen, and The Engines, “ 
Burgesses of same. Cottages, £3,200 £2,900 
Liverpool. Buildings, and 
Pipes. | 





—Reg. v. Mayor, &c., of Liverpool. Justice of the Peace vol, 20, , é 
661, and Law Journal, vol, 25, page 112.’ v ‘ aed 
“ T still adhere to the opinion that both engines and machinery, if fixed 
to the freehold, are yo! rateable, even if ina cotton factory, although the 
learned counsel, Mr. Boden, said such a factory, if so rated, might pay as 
much as the whole parish ; and I cannot distinguish any difference between 











the cases of the Liverpool Water-Works and West Derby parish, and the ff 
Derby Water-Works and the parish of Breadsall, except that the first make 
no profits beyond the expense of management, while the Derby Water- Works’ 
Company make all the profit they can. 
“ T am, Sir, yours respectfully, 
“ Gro, HASLEHURST. 
“ Chesterfield, Jan. 12, 1857.” 





“10 THE EDITOR OF THE ‘ DERBY REPORTER.’ 


“ Sir,—As it will appear, from the report of the eeeth “ The Derby 
Water-Works’ Company against the Overseers of Breadsall,” decided at the 
Court of Quarter Sessions, held at Derby on Thursday last, that it was con- 
tended the company were not rateable in respect of the engines attached to 
their works at Breadsall, and that the rate made upon the company was there- 
upon quashed, I think it right to state, that it can be readily —— frm 
the various decisions of the Court of Queen’s Bench, and from acknow- 
ledged practice of rating, that all the property upon which the Water- Works 
Company were rated in Breadsall, including the engines, is fully liab to 
poor-rates; and I have no doubt, at a future hearing of this case, the rate 
made by myself, and confirmed by Messrs. Haslehurst and Higginbottom, 
= be proved to have been made conformable both to the law and practice 
of rating. 

“Your insertion of this letter in your next publication will oblige, Sir, 
yours faithfully, “ Joun Suaw. 


“ 34, St. Mary’s Gate, Derby, Jan. 10, 1857.” 





Miscellaneous News, 


THE GAS QUESTION IN DUBLIN. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE DUBLIN “‘ DAILY EXPRESS.” 

Sir,—You have endorsed the bill—it would be libellous, I suppose, to call 
it a forgery—which a certain gas agitator has drawn upon public credulity ; 
you may, however, rely upon it that you will see it dishonoured, and that 
the day will come when you will admit that you did a great injustice to your 
fellow-citizens—the proprietors of the Dublin gas companies—in giving 








currency and fictitious importance to what in reality has no commercial value 
whatever. 

So long as the promotion of the movement was confined to the distribution 
of handbills, and the publication of advertisements, issued on worse than 
doubtful authority, and unsustained by a particle of trustworthy evidence, 
both it and the movers were treated with indifference and contempt. You 
have, however, adopted their statements and figures, and thereby invested 
them with an importance of which they are entirely unworthy. It is, there- 
fore, only right and fitting that some means should be adopted to prevent 
that section of the public represented in your columns being misled and 
deceived on a question which, doubtless, many of them very properly regard 
as of some moment to them, both in a social and pecuniary point of view. 

Without stopping to inquire how far gas directors are especially open to 
the imputation of sacrificing the public interests to private advantage, or on 
what grounds you can justify such a charge, I shall proceed at once to deal 
with the main subject; and, in doing so, hope to convince you and the candid 
and unprejudiced portion of your readers that, with the exceptions of London, 
Liverpool, and Belfast, there is no analogy whatever between the existing 
state of things in Dublin and the several towns to which you refer. White- 
haven, Bolton, Rochdale, Sheffield, Birmingham, &c., are all situated in the 
midst of coal-producing districts. In some of the places named the coal is 
delivered into the company’s works at siz shillings per ton; in none does 
the cost exceed nine shillings. Every ton of coal consumed at our works 
during the present year averages twenty shillings and ninepence per ton, and 
yet the Dublin public are taught to believe that gas should be supplied as 
cheaply here as in Sheffield and Birmingham. Is such teaching, I ask, in 
accordance with wisdom, or agreeable to the dictates of common sense? 
Why is it that Ireland is so far behind England and Scotland in manufac- 
turing progress? Simply because of the scarcity, and consequently high 
price, of coal; and, for the same reason, gas cannot be manufactured as 
ae or dispensed as cheaply, in Ireland as it can in England or 
Scotland. 

The present rate of freight between Dublin and Whitehaven is 6s. 6d. per 
ton. Supposing Dublin gas coal to be shipped at that port, the freight alone 
would add nearly siz thousand pounds to the annual cost of the quantity 
sufficient to cover the requirements of this company. But the coal imported 
for our use is not —— at Whitehaven, or any of the ports on the western 
coast of England. e coal of that district, though excellent for household 
purposes, is an inferior gas coal, containing impurities, from which really 
good gas coal, if not entirely exempt, can be readily freed. The entire of 
the Dublin supply is obtained from the Newcastle field, from whence the 
present rate of freight is 12s. 6d. per ton. There is neither hyperbole nor 
clap-trap in this; every ship-owner and agent in Dublin will confirm and 
ratify its truth. Let me ask, then, does such a state of facts corroborate or 
contradict the absurd and preposterous statements by which = have been 
misled? It certainly does not establish their pag me A on the contrary, it 
plainly proves that if gas can be manufactured in Dublin, where coal stands 
in 20s, 9d. per ton, and sold at 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet, after providing for a 
dividend of 10 per cent. on the capital, it should be sold at Whitehaven, 
where coals are only 8s. 3d. per ton, at 1s. 6d. It appears, however, from 
the tabular statement, which you assume to be correct, that the price at 
Whitehaven is 2s. 6d. per 1000 feet, which, taking the price of coal as the 
standard of manufacturing cost, would justify a charge of 6s. 9d. per 1000 
feet in Dublin. But of what value, I ask, are such figures and inferences, or 
what reliance can be placed in the source from which they emanate, when I 
tell you that, with coal at 8s. 3d. per ton, and every other material propor- 
tionately low, the Whitehaven gas companies have not eee a single penny 
in the shape of dividend to their proprietors during the last three years? 

With respect to Belfast, let me inform you that the price is not 3s, 6d., 
but 4s. 7d., with a charge for the use of the meter equivalent to 5d. per 
1000 feet. In other words, the Belfast price is 5s. It is true that a discount 
is allowed to customers whose consumption exceeds a certain quantity ; but 
I repeat that the standard price in Belfast is actually and in reality 5s., | 
while in Dublin—where no charge is made for meters—it is virtually 5s. 5d. 
But why, it may be asked, should gas be at all cheaper in Belfast than in 
Dublin? To which I reply that the Belfast gas is made, not from New- 
castle, but Blenkinsop, coal, which may be had delivered into the company’s 
works at about 13s. 6d. per ton. 

Liverpool, we are told, is supplied at 4s. per 1000; but in Liverpool there ! 
is a meter charge equal to perhaps 5d. per 1000, Again, it may be asked, 
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Why should gas be 4s. Sd. in Liverpool and 6s. 10d. in Dublin? The proxi- 
mity of Liverpool to the coal distriet of Lancashire might afford a satisfactory 
solution of the mystery. That, however, is but a portion of the case; other 
and equally important considerations combine to favour the Liverpool con- 
sumer, and may be ascertained, first, in the fact of the Liverpool company 
having, on the advice of its able and accomplished engineer, Alfred Z, 
Esq., entered into a contract for a supply of coal, at a very low figure, for a 
term of years; and, secondly, the enormous consumption of the town, 
amounting to more than double the quantity made by the two Dublin com- 
panies. 

As regards the ooaeine between Dublin and London, it might be suf- 
ficient to state, that although the London and Dublin companies use precisely 
the same description of coal, there is a wonderful dissimilar imilarity in the cost of 
the article; seeing that, while the t rate of freight between Neweastle 
and Dublin is, as already stated, 12s. 6d. per ton, it is only 7s. 3d. between 
Newcastle and London, ‘Another and very important matter is the credit to 
be taken for secondary products: the value of these in Dublin bears no pro- 
portion to their value in London. Coke finds ready sale in London at 2s. a 
chaldron more than it brings in Dublin ; besides, it is so slow of sale here, 
even at the low price, that of the entire quantity made nearly one-half be- 
comes, through the action of storeage and the weather, pulverised into dust. 
Tar, which in London is regarded as an important and profitable item of re- 
venue, was, until lately, unsaleable in Dublin at any price. This company 
has recently entered into a contract with a Liverpool house for the disposal 
of its tar at 3d. Re gallon ; but, until the arrangement I speak of took effect, 
its presence at the works was looked upon as a dangerous nuisance. 

Having thus disposed of the only places between which and Dublin any 
comparison could be fairly instituted, I proceed to notice another branch of 
the subject, to which you appear to attach considerable importance, namely, 
the report of the commissioners appointed by the office of Woods and Forests 
to make certain preliminary inquiries touching our intended application to 
Parliament for an act of incorporation. In that _— it is stated, or rather 
it is permitted you to infer, that gas ‘could be supplied in Dublin at 3s. 63d. 

r 1000 feet. It has been stated, on competent authority, that figures can 

made to prove anything. Another aut ag of perhaps equal weight, 
advanced the very startling doctrine in the House of Commons, on Mr. 
O’Connell’s celebrated motion for the Repeal of the Union, that figures were 
mercenaries, that could be enlisted on behalf of, and made to fight in support 
of the most disreputable cause. Where her Majesty’s surveying officers ob- 
tained the figures which they enlisted on the occasion referred to I cannot 
say, but the value of such auxiliaries may be readily arrived at when I tell 
you that in the estimated cost of producing the quantity of gas manufactured 
y this company at the time the commission sat in Dublin, the items of rent, 








bad debts, cost of collection, contingent fund to meet defici y 
neous charges, and redemption of the large capital invested in the meters, 
are entirely overlooked. These items, which amount at present to the trifling 
sum of £ a year and upwards, were d d of no t by the com- 
| missioners. In the same estimate, the taxes, which now amount to upwards 
of £1400 a year, are put down at £100; while other items, such as sala- 
| ries, wages, and office expenses, are rated at less than one-half the actual 
amount paid and sworn to before the court by the officers of the company. 


Of the three gentlemen composing the commission, only one, Mr. Samuel 
Clegg, had ~ practical experience of gas-making. It was understood at 
the time that the report was drawn up by one of the other commissioners—a 

competent authority, no doubt, on metals and their uses, but who knew as 
| much about the manufacture and distribution of gas as he did about the 
| transmutation of iron into gold. To this, I suppose, we may attribute the 
| fact of the report being, not alone at variance, but utterly inconsistent with 
| the estimate; for, while the one states that “ fas could be supplied both to 
public and private lighting in the city of Dublin at 5s. per 1000 cubic feet, 
leaving a handsome profit to the makers,” the other leads to the conclusion 
| that it could be supplied at 3s. 64d., and pay a dividend of 10 per cent. on 
the capital. 

| It isa remarkable fact that gas has actually been sold at 5s. per 1000 feet 
|in Dublin, leaving a handsome profit to the makers; nay, more, that the 
| most profitable and prosperous period of this company’s existence was when 
' the 5s. rate was in operation; but then we had the best Newcastle coal de- 
| livered into the works at 14s. 3d. per ton; and, if the disinterested individuals 
who have kindly undertaken the task of enlightening the public on the gas 
question will only teach us how we are to obtain the same coal at that price 
now, I undertake, on the part of my directors, to supply the public at some- 
thing under the old rates. 

One word more as to the present silly and futile attempt to bring about a 
reduction of price through the instrumentality of misrepresentation and 
slander, Experience might have taught the consumers that the moment the 
directors of the gas companies found themselves in a position to reduce the 
price, they would do so voluntarily, and without any pressure from without; 
and least of all such pressure as has been brought to bear upon them. The 
citizens have not forgotten that within the last ten years the price of gas in 
Dublin has been, without the interposition of associations or adventurers, re- 
duced over 50 per cent. They cannot but remember that successive reduc- 
tions were made from 10s. to’7s. 6d. ; from 7s. 6d. to 6s. 8d.; from 6s. 8d. to 
5s. 10d.; from 5s. 10d. to 5s.; and that it was not till the enormously in- 
creased rate of both coals and freight precluded all -_ of any dividend 
whatever, that the price was raised: ostensibly to 5s. 10d., but in reality to 
5s, 5d.; the increase in price‘haying been accompanied by the abandonment 
of the meter charge. It is admitted, I believe, on all hands, that the aban- 
donment of the meter rent gave great satisfaction to the citizens. There can 
be 10 question, however, that, while it was intended and regarded as a con- 
cession to public feeling, it acted very prejudicially on the pecuniary inte- 
rests of the gas companies, and more especially in their relation to small con- 
sumers, whose annual rental in many cases ters not amount to the capital 
invested in the meter and service-pipe. 

With respect to the quality of Dublin gas, which you have—I think most 
unfairly—impugned, we have it on the authority of one of the first gas en- 
gineers in the world—Geo. Lowe, Esq., F.R.S.—that “ its illuminating 
power is considerably over the parliamentary standard ;”’ while it is at the 
same time so thoroughly purified as to exhibit no trace of the deleterious 
compounds which are found to prevail in some of the commercial gases. 
This flattering, but perfectly correct, character of Dublin gas, was very 
recently confirmed by Professor Sullivan, in one of his interesting lectures at 
the Museum of Irish Industry, when he intimated to his auditory that, 
owing to the thorough purification of the gas supplied to the house, he had, 
in illustration of his subject, been obliged to manufacture a quantity of gas 
containing a portion of the sulphuretted hydrogen, and ammonia, and carbonic 
acid, and other deleterious compounds in which coal gas too frequently 
abounds. 

Having trespassed thus far upon your space, permit me, in conclusion, to 
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the question of some of the | 


express a hope that I have succeeded in ena 
mystification in which, for the most selfish and ‘self-interested purposes, it || 
has been deliberately, but most clumsily, enveloped. | 
Should the necessity arise—which I do not anticipate—I may, perhaps, \| 
hereafter claim a corner for the discussion of another and more exciting 
branch of the case—to wit, the facts and circumstances out of which this 
foolish and preposterous demand for 3s, 6d. gas has arisen. To men of | 
honour and principle like —" these facts and circumstances would appear | 
almost incredible, ‘Sufficient, however, for the day is the evil thereof ;” {| 
and, until the day of reckoning and retribution arrives, I shall have the 
honour to remain your obedient and obliged servant, 
Joun STEVENSON, 
Secretary, Alliance and Consumers’ Gas Company. 


Office, 114, Grafton Street, Jan. 10, 1857. 





RESIGNATION BY Mr. BurstEM oF HIS SEAT AT THE METROPOLITAN | 
Boarp.—At the meeting of the board, held on the 9th inst., the clerk read 
the following letter from Mr. Burslem, the representative for Paddington, 
tendering his resignation :— 

Sir,—In conformity with the 55th section of the Metropolitan Local Manag 
Act, I take leave to notify to you the resignation of my seat at the Metropolitan | 
Board of Works ; and, at the same time, I desire to express to those members of the | 
board who have been denounced as a “‘ brutish and tyrannical majority” my warm 
approval of the honest and independent course that they have pursued, and my en- | 
tire belief that they will continue the same unto the end of their career. I need not 
trouble you, sir, or the board, with any observations merely personal to myself. j 

Iam, &c., Henry Bursiem. 


OPENING oF THE Cawoop Gas-Works.—This event took place on Tues- 
day evening, Dec. 23, to the evident satisfaction and delight of the inhabit- 
ants generally of this small but ancient market-town. The desirability of | 
having the town lighted with gas had been long felt, and, thanks to the || 
energy of the friends of progress, it has at length been accomplished. The 
works have been erected by Mr. W. Knapton, gas engineer, of York, and | 
fitted up with his “ patent dry gasometer,” an instrument which can be 
erected in a small compass, in almost any situation, and does not require the || 
construction of a tank, and is admirably adapted for village gas-works. The || 
whole has been erected at a cost of about £1000. It is thought to be a good | 
speculation on the part of the shareholders, as well as certain to be a great 
public improvement. In the evening the workmen were regaled with a sub- 
stantial supper, at the house of Mr. Geo, Lund, the “Jolly Sailor” Inn. The | 
whole affair passed off with great ¢clat, and will become an era in the history | 
of the ancient town of Cawood.—Leeds Mercury. 

Expiosion oF A PortasLe Gas Van.—The Paris papers describe a | 
curious accident. One of the large vehicles employed to convey portable gas 
stopped at an early hour on Sunday morning at the Café de Paris, in the Rue | 
Rambuteau, and delivered a supply. The man in charge of the vehicle, in 
order to ascertain the quantity given, imprudently placed a lighted candle so 
near to the vessel placed on the cart, that the gas in the pipe which communi- || 
cates with the reservoir caught fire. Two sergens-de-ville, who happened to 
be near, with great presence of mind immediately caused the vehicle to be re- | 
moved to the open space at the entrance of the Rue Beaubourg, so as to iso- | 
late it; and when this was done the horses were unharnessed. A few seconds || 
later a column of flame shot up to a prodigious height, higher than the roofs | 
of the houses; then a tremendous explosion took place; and, lastly, a mass '' 
of flames burst forth. The explosion was so violent that it caused the houses || 
on both sides to rock as in an earthquake, and it broke nearly all the windows, || 
The houses to a considerable distance (about 30 yards) were also shaken, || 
though, of course, in a less degree. A portion of the vehicle was by the ex- | 
plosion thrown with great violence into a wine-shep, and broke in great part 
of the front. The vehicle was entirely consumed, but fortunately no one was | 
injured. The amount of damage done to the houses is calculated at not less | 
than 20,000f. The accident created an extraordinary sensation in the neigh- || 
bourhood, and caused such large crowds to collect that a detachment of mili- 
tary had to be employed to preserve order. 

Gas-LigutinG IN Brazit.—The city of Pernambuco will, it is expected, 
be lighted with gas in twelve months from the present time; « contract for 
the complete erection of the buildings and machinery for the manufacture of 
gas, for 30 miles of cast-iron mains laid down in the streets, and for 1000 
public street lamps, having been concluded with Messrs. Edward T.. Bellhouse 
and Co. of this city. The undertaking is in the hands of two eminent com- ' 
mercial firms in Manchester, Messrs. Fielden Brothers, and Messrs. R. 
Rostron and Co., who are represented at Pernambuco by Messrs. Rostron, 
Rooker, and Co. The amount of Messrs. Bellhouse’s contract is £53,000, 
which does not include the internal gas-fittings for the houses and buildings 
of the city. | 

Gas In TuRKEY.—An interesting letter from Constantinople contains the | 
following :—‘* Another improvement which has been introduced here is, that 
the pavement of the streets has been mended; and the Faubourg of Pera, 
with itsinteresting population, is soon to be illumined by gas. Last night, for | 
the first time, the lamps were lit on both sides in the avenue fronting the artil- 
lery barracks, This was an object of wonder and admiration to a crowd of 
spectators. These improvements are all due to the munificence of his Im- 
perial Majesty, and I have heard, as yet at least, nothing of a tax on house 
proprietors. The diplomatic corps here is not slow to give advice, and in 
some cases will issue peremptory mandates; but it has thus far shown an 
utter indifference to all matters which relate to sanitary improvement, or to | 
the comforts and well-being of the European residents here. The diploma- 
tists have been living here in luxury and lofty state, and at an enormous ex- | 
penditure of the public money—some for ten, others for twenty, thirty years, | 
and upwards—and yet not one of them has left the smallest vestige of his 
presence in anything done for the welfare and health of the population. | 
Only fancy, the very lanes adjoining the gateway of a certain stately ambas- 
sadorial palace are still unswept, unpaved, in a state of primeval filth and || 
nastiness ; and it really would not require more than a few pounds expended | 
annually to remedy these defects, which ought, were it only for good exam- || 
ple’s sake, to bedone. In justice, however, I must not omit to record one 
solitary exception to the rule, and that a certain Austrian Internuncio, Baron || 
Attenfels, did, at his own expense, vouchsafe to bequeath to Byzantines a/|! 
little memento in the shape of a coffee-house at the Maslak, or midway sta- || 
tion between Pera and Buyukdére.. The place has since grown up into a || 
little village, and is now a scene of gay resort on holidays, where horses are || 
watered, and the riders refreshed with a cutlet, coffee, and chilougue, in| 
memory of the benevolent founder. This is so strange a circumstance, that | 
it has | 





| 


een deemed worthy of an heroic verse, which ought to be an hexa- | 
meter, inscribed on a marble column. I think Etonians will stare at the) 
liberal measure of the line: ‘ Zempora labuntur, sed fundatoris memoria 
manet.’”” | 

| 
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J ONES, Iron Merchant, 6, Bank- 
. SIDE, has long been known to sell the 
following Castings at prices lower than any other house 
_ in London :—Socketand Flange Pipes, Bends, Branches 
and Tees, —, Lamp-posts, Rain-water Pipes, &c.; 
also, Hot Water Pipes, Elbows, Tees, Cylindrical and 
Saddle Boilers, and every Fitting for the same. Draw- 
ings and Prices of the above on application to J. Jongs, 
Iron Bridge Wharf, 6, BANKSIDE, near the Southwark 
Iron Bridge. 





WEST and GREGSON, 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION-STREET, OLDHAM, 
Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
| vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

W. and G. would respectfully cali the attention of 
| Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
| having made and erected the largest in use at the 
| present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
| respective Engineers. 


JAMES FEATHERSTONE, 


ENGINEER, 
Manufacturer of GASHOLDERS, IRON ROOFS, and 
every description of Gas Apparatus. 
ALLIANCE IRON Works, 
CLAYTON, near MANCHESTER. 


JOHN BENT, 
MANUFACTURER OF GAS METERS, 
283, BELL Banp Roap, 
BIRMINGHAM, 
(Established 1830), 
Begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Compa- 
nies, Engineers, &c., to his WET GAS METER, 
made upon the most improved principles, the most ad- 
mirable materials, and warranted to register correctly. 


» GEORGE CUTLER, 
GASHOLDER MAKER, 
No. 8, WENLOCK-ROAD, CITY-ROAD, 
» LONDON. 

| Contracts for Tanks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, 
and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the 
most reasonable terms. Improved Slide Valves, Steam, 
| and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best 
| materials and workmanship. 


{ 

[BisrLey IRON WORKS, 

| CHESTER-LE-STREET, 

DURHAM. 

| Manufactery for every description of Casting and 

| Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 
Warchouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 

| nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 

| Bankside, Southwark. 

| Office in Dondon, Mr. E. M. Perkins, 78, Lombard 

| Street. 


ROBERT MACLAREN, 
(Successor to Andrew Liddle and Co.,) 

| IRONFOUNDER AND GAS ENGINEER. 

| Manufacturer of Patent Iron Tubing, Block Tin, 

| Lead, and Composition Tubing. Cast-iron Gas and 

| Water Pipes of all sizes, and every description of 

| Gas Apparatus. 

| GLOBE FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 

















; 











| JONES, Gas Meter Manufacturer, 

| @ No. 44, OLD-STREET, St. Luke’s, London, 

| begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Companies 
yto his latest improvements in the WET METER, b 

‘means of which water cannot be abstracted, neither 

| can Gas by any possibility pass through the Meter with- 
out registering. 


JAMES PINCHBECK, 
GAS METER MANUFACTURER, 
26, CAMDEN-STREET, and 9, PIEREPOINT-ROW, 
ISLINGTON, LONDON. 

Begs respectfully to announce to Gas Companies and 
Fitters, that from upwards of 20 years’ practical expe- 
rience, he is enabled to supply a METER combining 
correctness, durability, and economy. 

N.B.—Repairs on the lowest scale. 


OTICE.—Mr. N. DEFRIES, Consult- 
ING GAS ENGINEER, begs to inform gas 
companies and the public, that he is desirous of meeting 
any gentlemen at his WORKS, NEW ROAD, ST. 
PANCRAS, where, under his own superindence of the 
manufacturing department, they will have the fullest 
a genome 9 of investigating the ea he 
has recen 7 effected in his ROTARY-VALVE DRY 
GAS-METER, by which full security will be afforded 
against leakage and non-registration, even against the 
searching effects of Cannel Coal Gas. The Rotary-Valve 
Meter is warranted to register inflexibly correct at a 
working pressure of half a tenth, and less than a quar- 
ter of a foot per hourupona blue light; and a guarantee 
will be given to all gas companies to keep it in repair 
for not less than five years, free of expense. With this 
meter the gas-supplier may fully depend upon a fair 
return, and the public upon having a just measurer. 
GAS BATHS, GAS COOKING and HEATING 











STOVES, for allclasses. The British Polytechnic Gas- 
fire, &c. Conservatories and Buildings heated by gas, 
and perfect ventilation secured. 
_ Any gentleman desirous of consulting Mr. Defries 
in especial cases, may meet him either at his office, 
145, REGENT STREET, or at his residence, 5, FITZROY 
SQuaARE, by giving one day’s notice. 

Gas-works erected for private houses, where no gas 
company exists. 








PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
and also Maker of his Improved WATER METERS, 
No. 28, BAGNIGGE-WBLLS-ROAD, CLERKENWELL, 
adjoining the Police aero A of No.1, Coppice-row, 


Satna and Station Meters of any size made 
to er on the shortest notice.—Governors, Pressure 
Registers, Gas-cooking Stoves, and every description 
of Gas Apparatus, 





RUTTER ON GAS LIGHTING. 


Hundred and Thirty-fifth Thousand, 
ADVANTAGES 


GAS IN PRIVATE HOUSES. 


BY J. O. N. RUTTER, F.R.A.S. 
4 New Edition, Revised in 1855. 
Price :—Per 1000 copies, £5; 500 ditto, £2, 15s.; any 
smaller number, 12s. per 100, 


Twenty-seventh Thousand. 


GAS IN DWELLING-HOUSES: 
178 USES, CONVENIENCES, AND 


Y. 

Price :-—1000 copies, £3. 3s. ; 500 ditto, £1. 15s.; any 
smaller number, 7s. 6d. per 100. 

A single copy of either of the above-mentioned books 
will be sent, on application to the Author ONLY, by 
payment of the postage (1d.). 

hese little books are written in a simple and familiar 
style; showing the comfort, convenience, safety, and 
economy of Gas. They are intended for gratuitous dis- 
tribution by Gas Companies. They have already done 
good service, and the author is anxious still further to 
extend their usefulness. 

The present high prices of tallow and oil are favour- 
able to amore general adoption of gas in private houses. 
Let its advantages, as yielding a pure, cheap, and 
healthful light, be properly explained, and there will 
be no difficulty in getting over a few old-fashioned pre- 
judices. Those persons who have experienced the 
benfits of gas-light never go back to candles or lamps. 








JOHN W. PARKER AND SON, 
West STRAND, LONDON. 
Black Rock, Brighton. 


HITWELL PRIMROSE GAS 
COAL.—These excellent Gas Coals can be 
shipped either at the South Dock, SUNDERLAND; or 
Old Harbour, HARTLEPOOL; or Brandling Drops, 
SouTH SHIELDs; on application to the WHITWELL 
CoaL Company, Sunderland. 








RTIFICIAL Hydraulic or Portland 


CEMENT, for Brickwork, Concrete, Plastering, 
&e., bi the valuable qualities of the natural 
Cements, with the additional advantage that it greatly 
excels them in its cementitious properties; that it is 
not affected by frost, and does not vegetate in damp 
situations. Account of COMPARATIVE EXPERI- 
MENTS on the strength of this and other Cements 
(read at the Institute of Civil Engineers) to be ob- 
tained from the Makers, JoHN BAZLEY WHITE and 
BROTHERS, Millbank Street, WesTMINSTER, who pre- 
pare one quality only of Portland Cement. 








NOTICE.—INFRINGEMENT OF PATENT. 


RICKMER’S Patent Metallic Pack- 
ING for Steam-Engines, Pistons, Piston-Rod 
Stuffing-BKoxes, Pumps, &c.—Notice is hereby given 
that a perpetual Injunction of the High Court of Chan- 
cery has been obtained by Messrs. OASTLER and 
PALMER, trading under the Firm of ALEX, ROSS 
and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, against Messrs. 
LITTLE and CHAMBERS, of Manchester, to restrain 
them from further infringing the above Patent; and 
that the above Packing can only be obtained of Messrs. 
ALEX. ROSS and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, 
Lonbon (the Proprietors of the Patent), or by their 
authorised Agents. 

MILL BANDS, HOSE PIPES, & FIRE BUCKETS 
made to order from the best-selected Oak-Bark Tanned 
Leather. e 

Prices Current to be had on application. 


PADDON AND FORD, 
PATENT GAS METER & APPARATUS WORKS, 
GRAY’S-INN-ROAD, LUNDON, 
Manufacturers of WetTand Dry Gas METERS, STATION 
Meters, GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS, 

Gas Stoves, and LANTERNS. 

Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas 
Works; and every description of Apparatus required 
in Gas Works supplied. 





MW SHEEN, Gas and Railway 

e Lantern Maher, S. Holborn Hill, begs to 
inform Managers of Gas-Works, &c., that she con- 
tinues to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable 
terms, and keep them in repair by the year. 





ADDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON Quay, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 


Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, i ire Bricks, and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 


WHITEHOUSE and CO., 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of the neers. 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 
the principal of the large Gas Companies of the kingdom, 

ders promptly executed. 








ALFRED PENNY, 
ENGINEER, 
WENLOCK IRON WORKS, 
WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


Mr. Penny begs to inform Gas and Water Compa- 
nies that he undertakes the erection of new, or the 
alteration of existing, works; and that he may be con- 
sulted ———, on all matters connected with gas and 
water supply. He is also prepared to supply best Cold- 
blast Retorts, Socket-Pipes, and Connections, Iron 
Borings, &c. &c., and all the necessary Castings used 
n Gas and Water-Works. 

*,* Country orders executed with care and despatch, 





FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION, 
AS EXPLOSIONS PREVENTED 


by using the Tubes and Fittings Manufactured 
JOHN RUSSELL and CO., 
whose Goods are all well Tested and Warranted, 


Inventors and first manufacturers of Lap-welded Flues 
jor Locomotive and Marine Boilers. 
John Russell and Co. are the Original Manufacturers, 
and at present the Holders, of the Patent for Tubes. 


by 


WAREHOUSES, 
69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON. 
MANUFACTORY, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, CHURCH HILL, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE, 





PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING. 


AMES LYNE HANCOCK’S 


Vulcanized Indiarubber Hose Pipes and Tubing. 
Manufactory(and Warehouse),Goswell-mews, Goswell. 
road, London. 

Gas Companies, Engineers, Gas Fitters, and the Trade 
generally, are respectfully informed this Tubing is now 
manufactured to any size, from inch bore and 


upwards, in 100-feet lengths, and perfectly cylindrical, || 


either with or without a spiral wire i 


inside, 
VULCANIZED GLAZED FLEXIBLE TUBING, || 


from 4 inch up to 1 inch diameter, made in 24-feet 
lengths; or, covered with silk or worsted, up to 100 feet. 
ULCANIZED HOSE, for FIRE ENGINES, 
BREWERS’ USE, and for standing great pr % 
(Rubber and Cloth combined), made to any length or 
size to fit the necessary screws, &c. 
VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER AIR-3iGHT 
BAGS, made any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible 
tubes attached, and fitted with stopcocks complete. 








PATENT GAS METER MANUFACTORY, 
No. 66, Snow-hill, London, 


ILLIAM SMITH, by the 


improvements he has made in the Wet Meter, 
and which he has secured by her Majesty’s Royal 
Letters Patent, the accuracy of their registry is ren- 
dered certain by the introduction of the adjustin 
slide and hydraulic, whereby a Perfect Water Leve 
is readily obtained, and the Hydraulic precludes the 
possibility of abstracting water from the meter by in 


| creased pressure or otherwise, thus surmounting the 


eat desideratum of the Wet Meter. In his Patent 

quitable Gas Meter neatness and strength are com- 
bined, the backs and fronts of the case being stamped 
by powerful machinery out of thick plate iron (tinned 
or galvanized); and the internal construction is of the 
best metal, which will resist the action of any impurity 
in the gas, 

Old Meters may readily have the adjusting slide and 
hydraulic applied, thereby having accurate measure- 
ment assured. 





Station Meters, Governors, &c.,made on the shortest 
notice. 


ALTER MABON, Engineer, 
ARDWICK IRON WorkKS, FAIRFIELD STRERT, 
MANCHESTER, 
Manufacturer of 

IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. 

GASHOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the facture of Gasholders, and other 
heavy Wrought-Iron Structures. 

GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. has an extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter ; 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, froin 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated lron. 

IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Manufac- 
tories, or Public Buildings, ; 

PIPES and VALVES, for Gas and Water, from 2inches 








to 48 inches bore. 
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CONSUMERS’ METERS at the List Price, with a Liberal Di 
THOMPSON’S BROMINE TEST, £1. 1s.—Bromrng, 3s. per Ounce. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER OF GAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATUS, 
55, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER. 





BISULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, £2. 2s. 


to Wholesale Purch 


APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING THE HEATING POWER OF SAMPLES OF COAL AND OTHER DESCRIPTIONS OF FUEL, £86. 6s., 
INVENTED BY LEWIS THOMPSON, Esa., M.R.C.S, 


REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE, Net Price, £8. Glass Shade, 10s, extra. 
STATION METERS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, &c. 





“RETORTS. 
JOHN SWARBRICEK, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT COMPOSITION 
FIRE BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, SHAPE, AND SIZE, &c. &c. 
HIGHER EANAM, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


These RETORTS are generally used in the Gas-works of Preston, Accrington, Bury, Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale, Ratcliffe; the Mills of Meesrs. Horrocks, 
Miller, and Co., Preston, &c. &c., and are unequalled in having afforded general satisfaction to those who have given these Retorts a trial. | 
To meet the increasing demand, the Works at Little Harwood have been greatly enlarged ; and Gas Engineers who may favour with an Order may rely with confidence 
on their being promptly supplied with an article not to be surpassed in finish or durability. 


PRICES MODERATE. 








CLAY RETORTS, 





JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 
| WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
| CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
: Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
| that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
jin general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
| best cold-blast Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes 
| of all sizes, Bends, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns 
| of various patterns, &c. 
| N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
| Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 





CuaR_es Hors.ey, Agent. 
C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
| tilation of public buildings, &c. ; also civi) engineering 
in general, 
THE CHEAPEST MANUFACTORY 
IN THE TRADE FOR 


CHANDELIERS and BRACKETS 
IN GLASS, ORMOLU, & BRONZE. 
OUTSIDE SHOP LANTERNS, 
Lined with Patent Silvered Glass. 
Wrought Iron, Composition, and Tin Tube, 
WITH EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
GAS FITTINGS, 
ALWAYS IN STOCK. 
CHANDELIERS and FITTINGS 
made to Order on the Shortest Notice. 

JET MOONS, GLOBES, SAUCERS, & CHIMNEYS, 
IN EVERY VARIETY, WHOLESALE AND FOR 
EXPORTATION. 

HODGE and ROBERTS, 

101, HATTON GARDEN, LONDON. 

Pattern Books of Chandeliers, and also of all kinds 
of Gas Glasses, sent to any part of the Kingdom on 
application. 





JOHN BRYAN, 
GENERAL COMMISSION AGENT, 
1, SANDHILL, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
Contracts made for all kinds of Cast and Wrought Iron 
Gas and Water Apparatus, Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks, 
Coals, &c.—Prices, and Lists of Freights and Carriage 
gent on application. 


_ 





F. & C. OSLER, 
OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 1} 
Manufactory—Broad-street, Birmingham, | 


44, 


|} 


MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. | 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS 


(Made from “‘ReGistzREp” Desians), with GLass BRANCHES, &c.; suitable | 


for DRAWING-ROooMS and BALL-ROOMS. 


The more extensive use of Gas in| 


private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLEr to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clas< of articles—which, with a view to their | 


general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices, 


Purchasers can select from | 


a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 
THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY EsTIMATE 1} 





William Parkinson, 


These Meters are as simple and durable as the Gas-Meter, and as correct as that instrument in the || 


registration of the fluids passing through them. 


ON THE LowEsT TERMS. 
WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO., 
(Successors to the late Samuel Crosley), 


COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, 


Beg to announce that, in addition to the manufacture of GAS-METERS, they continue the manufacture 
of METERS for MEASURING WATER, SPIRITS, &c., commenced, under Patent in 1849, by the late Mr. || 





 LWe J. CHANDLER, 


BEVERIDCE, HEDLEY, & CHANDLER, 
ENGINEERS, MILLWRIGHTS, 
IRON AND BRASS FOUNDERS, &c., 
MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 
GAS anp WATER-WORKS’ APPARATUS, 
AND PIPE-TESTING MACHINES, 
NELSON FPOUNDRY, 
PRESTON. 

N.B.—A stock of Pipes always on hand, from 14 inch 
and upwards. 





TO GAS COMPANIES, FITTERS, AND 
IRON MONGERS. 
LOYD and SUMMERFIELD, 


Manufacturers of CUT and FLINT GLASS Jet 
Moons, Globes, Hemispheres, and Chi 








| 
| 


ys of every | 


description; Hall Lamps, Lustres, and Chandeliers of | 


the most modern patterns. 
Park GLASs WorKS, BIRMINGHAM. 


HARRIS AND PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY || 
MANUFACTURERS OF | 
FIRE BRICKS GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTE FIrR®& CLAY AND BRICK Works, 
STOURBRIDGE. 


Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 








RETORT AND BOILER;SETTING, 


FREDERICK SIMMONDS, Sen., 


No. 19, York Street NortH, Hackney Roap. 


Thirty years RETORT SETTER to some of the leading 
London and Provincia ]Gas Companies, to whom he can 
refer, begs leave to draw attention to his economical 
mode of Setting Clay or Iron Retorts, &c. | 
F. 8. will engage to provide al! materials and labour, | 
or labour only. 1} 














PENDANTS, 


AND EVERY ARTICLE CONNECTED WITH 


GAS FITTINGS. 


VERY DESCRIPTION OF 


HULETT AND CO, 55 anv 5, HIGH HOLBORN, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the NATIONAL GAS METER, | 


Beg to inform the Proprietors of Gas Companies, and the Trade generally, that, having completed their new Gas-Meter 
Manufactory, they are now enabled to supply, with despatch, a very superior article, and can confidently warrant the same to 
be equal in quality and workmanship to any Gas-Meter ever made. Manufacturers of 


GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, PILLARS, BRACKETS, 


GAS COOKING APPARATUS, IMPROVED ALBERT, 


AND E 
SHADOWLESS GAS BURNERS, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, &c. &c.; CAST AND WROUGHT IRON PIPE; 
COPPER, TIN, BRASS, and COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D. HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, 
by which Mains, Service Pipes, and the interior Fittings of a House, may be cleaned out in a few minutes. Price 60s. net. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Improved Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas Fittings and Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book ot Prices, price 10s. 


Price Lists sent free, on receipt of envelope, addressed, and enclosing two postage stamps. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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